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Dear Avondalers, 

At the end of February we are going to kick off the 
Lenten season by having our Ash Wednesday ser-
vice, which has traditionally been held in the Sanc-
tuary. Ash Wednesday is perhaps one of my favor-
ite high holy days in the church because it is a ser-
vice dedicated to focusing on the sovereignty of 
God. On Ash Wednesday, we focus on the simple 
fact that God is our king and in control of our 
lives.  

Often we think that we are in control of our lives 
because we make a hundred deci-
sions a day: what to eat, what 
clothes to wear, what to buy and 
how to behave toward others. Those 
circumstances give us the sense that 
we are in control. However, the sim-
ple truth is that none of those deci-
sions impact the status of our soul 
when we leave this earth, nor do 
they provide us with a moral com-
pass for how to get the most out of 
this life.  

On Ash Wednesday, we impose the 
ashes and repeat the ancient phrase 
… “From dust we have come and to 
dust we will return, but the steadfast love of the 
Lord endures forever.” This elementary phrase is 
loaded with assurances that we have nothing to 
fear for God’s love, God’s grace, God’s mercy for 
our lives surpasses anything and everything that 
can happen to us. 

Understanding that truth 
for our lives gives us the 
confidence to boldly em-
brace whatever the future 
brings.  

That same confidence  
forces us to look toward the 
new year and here at Avon-
dale we are off to a great 
start! Our Stewardship team did a faithful job of 
helping us remember the importance of and par-

ticipate in the Spiritual practice of gener-
osity. Your willingness to grow in this 
spiritual discipline increased the 
church’s commitments significantly. Ad-
ditionally, you have added to our minis-
try leadership team by calling my family 
and me to Avondale, as well as ordaining 
and installing (for the very first time) a 
Youth Elder, Marin Blake. We had one of 
the largest groups of Youth to partici-
pate in this year’s Winter Retreat. We 
have wonderful programs planned this 
year for our children as well as adults. 
There are mission trips planned for East-
ern NC and Peru, and soon we will hear 

about the work that the Sacred Space team has 
been doing. 

All of these developments have brought a won-
derful energy to the church and I am excited to 
see what God has in store for us in the year to 
come.  Grace & Peace, Jim 

 

Often we 

think that we 

are in control 

of our lives  

because  

we make  

a hundred  

decisions  

a day…. 

Letter from the Pastor January - February 2020 

Room In The Inn Since 1999 

Way back in the winter of 1999, Avon-
dale began its involvement with the 
Room In The Inn program in Charlotte. 
We’ve never kept a precise tally of how 
many guests we’ve served. At about 12 
guests per week for roughly 12 weeks 
per winter times 22 winters…comes up 
to more 3,000 guests we’ve hosted over the years. 
 

And we started another winter of hosting in December. Along with 
many other congregations in Charlotte, we offer warm meals and a safe 
place to sleep. Our night is Sunday evening. The Urban Ministry Center 
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Avondale Adventures  
We completed the Avondale Adven-
tures season with a wonderful musical, 
"Sing A Song of Christmas!" The chil-
dren worked so hard learning their 
songs and movements. Most impres-
sive was the bell playing! We had 15 
elementary and 11 preschool children 
enrolled. Thank you to the many vol-
unteers and youth who helped make 
last season wonderful!  
 
The winter Adventure starts January 
29, 2020 and will end April 1. We have 
16 preschool and 10 elementary chil-
dren enrolled. They will be using Isaiah 
58 to learn what it is God is calling 
them to do in this world. The children 
will also have the opportunity to come 
together and raise money by selling 
butterflies for the Easter butterfly re-
lease. The proceeds will be used to 
purchase needed items for people 
around the world using the Presbyteri-
an Giving Catalog. You are invited to 
join the Adventure on Ash Wednes-
day, prior to the 7 PM service in the 
Sanctuary for a burning of the palms at 

5:30 PM and a pancake dinner at 6 
PM. The winter season will conclude 
with the children helping to lead the 
congregation in worship and song on 
Palm Sunday. 
 

ABC Partnership Update 
Thank you to all who participated and 
supported the ABC holiday activities 
during November and December. A 
traditional Thanksgiving feast was 
served for Kids Cafe in November and 
was attended by nearly 80 students, 
families and Avondale members. Eve-
ryone went home with a full tummy to 
kick-off the Thanksgiving week. 
 
In December, Avondale Church and  
the Children’s Center sponsored an 
Angel tree, providing Christmas gifts 
for each child in the BC Out of School 
Time and Teen Leadership Coop pro-
grams. Additionally each family re-
ceived a gift card for food or fami-
ly entertainment. The kids were so 
excited to receive their gifts during the 
December Kids Cafe. The peanut 
brittle tradition continues. Avondalers 

made nearly 75 pounds of the Bow-
en’s famous candy. And it did not dis-
appoint….the Bethlehem Center 
teachers and parents LOVED receiving 
some for Christmas! 
 

Rental/Connect Camp 
Avondale welcomed students from 
Roger Williams University to our cam-
pus. 11 students and staff were 
housed at Avondale, January 6-10, 
2020, for their Queen City stay serving 
with Habitat for Humanity. 
 

ASAP Mission Project Results 
ASAP collected pop tabs last year for 
the Ronald McDonald House. The 
money from recycling can tops goes 
towards helping shelter families in 
medical crisis. No family is turned 

Room In The Inn Since 1999 continued...  
 
is the intake point. The center screens the guests; we use 
the church bus to pick-up the guests; we bring them to 
Avondale; share a meal with the guests; provide a place to 
sleep in the Fellowship Hall; have breakfast; give them a 
bag lunch; and provide transportation back to uptown. 
 

Volunteers are always needed – to setup cots, cook a 
meal, greet guests, stay overnight, wash linens, drive the 
bus, etc. After 22 years, we’ve pretty much got the process 
down! 
 

Our visitors tell us as much as they want to tell us. They 
usually are pretty talkative. For the majority of the guests 
that utilize Room In The Inn, homelessness is temporary. 
There was one missed paycheck or rent payment or some-
one new in town or a family misunderstanding. Last week, 
a family of four was among our guests. Included in the 
family was a two year old boy. So we serve all ages of 
God’s children. 
 

We do this because Jesus told us to serve others. We don’t 

necessarily get to pick the others. What many Avondalers 
have found over the years is that Room In The Inn is in 
some strange way a deeply rewarding and spiritual experi-
ence.  – shared by Harry Greyard, 2019 Mission Ministry 
Leader  
 
Avondale is halfway through our 2019-2020 Room In The 
Inn program! Through the church's faithful participation, 
we added an extra month this year in December, right 
through the holidays. And on top of that, at the request of 
the Urban Ministry Center, we hosted an additional con-
secutive night on the Dr. Martin Luther King holiday--the 
coldest night of the year so far. Many Avondalers have 
helped for the first time--and many others have filled mul-
tiple jobs, on multiple occasions, doing pick-ups and drop-
offs, linens and meals, week after week after week. Our 
neighbors have been consistently grateful for Avondale's 
hospitality, with Avondale as one of the most desired  
locations due to our shower and laundry capabilities.  
Let's keep up the good work and have a strong second  
half in 2020!  – shared by Rich Worf, Session, Mission  
Gathering Group  

Avondale In Action 

December Kids Café 

and Angel Tree 



 

 

Birthdays in February 

Wedding Anniversaries in February 

Members 
Billie Coates; Sue Haag; Mary Hall; Jodie Lawson; Betty 
Marshall; Frances McNair; Nell McRae; Patti Oswald; Libby 
Phillips; Robert Rogers; Lee Weigle; Lynn Wilkerson; Tina 
Wilson.  
 

Family and Friends 
Caitlin Ainsworth; The Ash Family; Ed and Lee Ballard;  
Victoria Blodgett; Ed Boyd; Dave Glover; Laren Stephens 
Branson; Lillie Cowan; Molly Gartlan; Debbie Griffin;  
Stuart Jernigan; Darlene Johnson; The Lee Family; Anne 
Padgett; Mike Page; Beverly Schaffield; Ed Small; and 
Elizabeth Thomas.  
 

Church Triumphant 
We extend our Christian sympathy to: 
 

-the family and friends of Eleanor Ramey, who entered  
the Church Triumphant December 8, 2019. A celebration 
of life will be held at Avondale on February 28 at 1 PM. 
 

-the family and friends of Donna Allen, mother of Brandy 
Lee, who joined the Church Triumphant December 31, 
2019 in Philadelphia with Brandy by her side. The Lee 
Family: 605 Winged Foot Lane, Garland, TX 75044. 
 

-the family and friends of Walter McKinney, a neighbor 
from Room In The Inn.  

-the family and friends of Winfred "John" B. Galloway, 
father of Patti Oswald (Todd), who entered the Church 
Triumphant January 11, 2020. Obituary 
 

-the family and friends of Clifford Norris, father-in-law of 
Millie Norris, who entered the Church Triumphant Janu-
ary 15, 2020. Obituary 
 

-the family and friends of Marie Nolan, mother of Mary 
Hall (David), who entered the Church Triumphant January 
17, 2020. Obituary 
 

-Jodie Lawson and her family on the loss of her grandfa-
ther. 
 

Birth 
We welcome into the world and celebrate with joy the 
birth of Anna Reese Emory, born January 11, 2020, the 
daughter of Bryan and Jennilyn Emory and little sister to 
Griffin. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptized in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit was Dell Carter Lawson, son of Thomas and 
Jodie Lawson, on December 8, 2019. 
 

Baptized in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit was Bennett Michael Ferguson, son of Travis 
and Mindy Ferguson, on December 15, 2019. 

Joys & Concerns 

 

In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters 

1  Debi Medlin 9  Cindy McKenzie 18  Amanda Mullennix 

  Kendel Parks   Willette McLeod   Rebeca Presson 

3  Terry Davis 10  Kelly Eakes 19  Bordie McCloskey 

  Ella Ferguson   Mickey Melton 20  Amy DeArmon 

4  Rena Beall 12  Hudson Flowers   Milli Mann 

  Lauren Blake 14  David Byrd   Gina Tate 

  Ava Lindahl 16  Harry Greyard 23  Jacqueline Howells 

  Stacey Longshore 17  Jennilyn Emory   Stephen Tate 

6  Betty Marshall   Katherine Hall 24  Dee Dee McDonald 

8  Rebecca Harris 18  Rob Blake 25  Nancy Bohrer 

  Cathy Watson   Lou Johnson 26  Ellen Watson 

9  Mary Nell Howard   Cheryl Judd-Magee 27  Cynthia Rupert 

John and Cheryl Judd-Magee February 7, 1987 

Joe and Emily Zuyus February 14, 1998 

Todd and Patti Oswald February 20, 1993 

Mahlon and Susan Thomas February 22, 1981 

https://www.whitleysfuneralhome.com/notices/WinfredJohn-Galloway
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/clifford-norris-obituary?pid=195095715
https://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary.aspx?n=marie-nolan&pid=195092331&fhid=11720


 

 

Avondale 

Children’s Center 
 

A few ACC Dates 
 

February 3-14 - The “Unfundraiser” 
February 17 - Teacher Workday / ACC 
closed 
April 3 - ACC Easter Egg Hunt at 3:30 PM 
April 10 - Good Friday / ACC closed 
April 13-17 - Week of the Young Child 
April 20-24 - Staff Appreciation Week 
May 15 - ACC Art Walk 
May 25 - Memorial Day /ACC closed 
June 5 - ACC Graduation  

Birthdays in March 

1  Jessica Shanks 10  Kay Cameron-Conner 23  Joe Zuyus 

2  Billie Coates   Jodie Lawson 25  Shirley McDowell 

  Todd Oswald   Lyn Sweet   Irie Presson 

3  Fran McCoy   Mollie Zuyus 26  Beth Moss 

  Sarah-Kate Pease 14  Sherry Whitesides 27  Lacey Beall 

4  Langston Longshore 16  Allye Powell   Bryan Emory 

6  Barbara Barber 17  Jed Wilkerson   Laura McCarthy 

  Megan McCarthy 18  Henry Stockwell 28  Erik Thomson 

  Joshua Sutherland 19  Mia Platt 29  Claire Graham 

8  Isla Smith   Owen Shumate   Lynn Wilkerson 

9  Erin Passaly 22  Barbara Hill 30  John Eyer 

     Mary Elizabeth Russell 31  Alex Shumate 

Wedding Anniversaries in March 

Jim and Carol Bowen March 1, 1980 

Tim and Betty Chambers March 3, 1973 

Sean and Heather Hogston March 16, 2013 

Mike and Connie Love March 8, 1970* 

Jack and Sharon McGinn March 21, 1958 

Tim and Jennifer Oglesby-Dewyer March 25, 2017 

Betty Parrish March 20, 1955 

Bill and Kelly Platt March 27, 2004 

*50th anniversary  

 

Memorials & Honorariums  

In memory of Eleanor 

Ramey  

Given by Jean Cornwell 

In memory of Eleanor 

Ramey  

Given by Avondale Pres-

byterian Women 

In memory of Eleanor 

Ramey  

Given by Bill and Nan 

Loftin 

In memory of John,  

Irene and Rachel  

Darling 

Given by Stephen and 

Hilde Hopkins 

In memory of Jan Parler 

Given by Kay DeArmon 

In memory of Alice 

Balfe 

Given by Kevin Balfe 

In memory of Dollie  

Sitton 

Given by Rick and Betsy 

Shanks  

Memorials &  

Honorariums online 
 

avondalepresby-

church.org/donate 

ACC is on 

Amazon 

Smile! 

The Children’s Center is 
hoping to benefit from 

your Amazon purchases. 
Use their unique 

AmazonSmile link  
above for details and  

purchases.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0649274 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0649274


 

 

cont. ASAP Mission 
away, regardless of their ability to pay. In December 2019, ASAP took in 7.7 
pounds of tabs, which covers the cost of two families for almost two nights. 
ASAP is continuing this collection! They will turn tabs in twice this year - 
June and December. Anybody can contribute the little metal tops. Turn 
yours in to the office or an ASAP member.   
 

New Member Church Directory 
Avondale published a new Church Directory in December! The printed di-
rectory, with member photos from LifeTouch, is available now. A printed 
copy is free to those who sat for their Lifetouch picture. Any additional cop-
ies are available for $5. The directory is also available online via our web-
site and is password protected. If you need the password, contact the 
office. See www.avondalepresbychurch.org/directory. 
 

Advent Presents We Brought 
In our “Messages of Christmas” Advent season, Avondalers, 
friends and family worshipped and fellowshipped. We also 
shared presents of the season:  
- ABC Ministry Angel Tree – see the ABC Partnership update 
- Christmas Joy Gift Offering – see Joy Offering below 
- Operation Christmas Child – 60 boxes delivered in December 
- Refugee Resettlement – see Youth Advent Challenge 
 

Children’s Christmas Musical  
If you missed “Sing A Song of Christmas” with the children of Avondale Ad-
ventures, there is good news. It was recorded! Watch the children’s perfor-

mance at https://youtu.be/R7A0GzmuS74. 
 

Joy Offering  
Avondale collected $1,700 for the annual Joy offer-
ing on the Sunday before Christmas. The Joy offer-
ing is used to support retired Presbyterian minis-
ters (and their spouses) and deserving students at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equip-
ping communities of color. This offering is one of 
the oldest programs of the Presbyterian church. 
Thanks for your support!  
 

Stewardship 2020  
 

Thank you to all who turned in pledges for 2020. Thank you for your support  
and faithfulness, for your trust and commitment. 
 

The Elders and the leadership of Avondale will continue to prayerfully discern the  
direction and work of the church, listening and responding to the will of the Spirit,  
and being good stewards of that which you have entrusted them. 
 

As we move into 2020, we hope you will continue to add your special uniqueness  
and love in service to Christ. 
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart be also.” Matthew 6:21 
 

Faithfully Yours, The Stewardship Committee 
Laura Meier, Ted Todd, John Magee, Jim Flowers, Laura Daniel  

Avondale In Action from Christmas with 
Crossroads 

Kids Café 

Christmas Marketplace 

Children’s Christmas 
Musical 

Save the date 

Service of  

Installation 

for Rev. Jim Ewing 

Sun., February 23  

@ 2 PM 

Childcare offered 

Operation Christmas      
             Child 

https://youtu.be/R7A0GzmuS74


 

 

Youth Advent Challenge 
Thank you to all the church members 
and friends who donated items to fill 
up an apartment for a refugee family 
new to the US. We have fulfilled a full 
list of what it takes to house a new 
family with furniture and household 
items through Carolina Refugee Re-
settlement Agency. The Magee broth-
ers and a couple others are going to 
deliver the truck and trailer loads of 
items directly to the apartment the 
week of February 3 and the Syrian 
refugee family will be arriving a cou-
ple days later. 
 
 

Youth Winter Retreat 
The Avondale Youth group (6th-12th 
graders) traveled to West Virginia for 
a weekend of bonding, nature, spir-
itual growth and blown snow over the 
MLK Jr. holiday weekend! We stayed 
in cabins at Pipestem State Park and 
had program and worship time on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings, free 
time in the afternoons and a movie 
night and a night on the ski/tube 
mountain. The youth discussed Don-
ald Miller’s book, “A Million Miles in a 
Thousand Years: How I Learned to 
Live a Better Story”. They worked 
throughout the weekend to learn 
what each of their stories are and to 
discover what God’s purpose is in 
their life. This trip is loved by the 
youth who return year after year. 
We’ve managed to improve our men-
us a little over time, but time away 
and building relationships are the big-
gest benefits for those who attend. 

We give thanks to our adult leaders 
serving on this trip: Arthur Baum, 
Shea Chambers, Zach Chambers, Rev. 
Jim Ewing, Jessica Shanks, Meg Ste-
phens and Davidson Valmyr. Click this 
link to enjoy a few retreat pictures! 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BPwmTaX
GYrtfUra99 
 

 

Peru 2020 
18 high school youth and six adults 
will travel to Peru this June to work in 
partnership with PERUSA on behalf of 
Avondale Presbyterian Church. We 
are very excited to return to Sicuani 
Seminary to work on breaking ground 
for a new multi-purpose room. When 
our Avondale youth were there in 
2012, we converted a building into a 
finished worship space with electrici-
ty. Sicuani is about a two hour bus 
ride from Cusco, which is about a two 
hour flight from Lima. Our PC(USA) 
mission worker is Chenoa Stock. To 
find out more about her ministry: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministri
es/missionconnections/chenoa-stock/  
 

After our week of working in Sicuani, 
we will spend five days on a trek from 
Salkantay to Machu Picchu. We will 
walk, reflect, observe, walk some 
more, stand in awe, and sleep in 
tents. We will become familiar with 
the history of the Incas and the cul-
ture and people of Peru. And we will 
encourage each other, help each oth-
er and broaden our minds and hearts 
to a people and place far from home. 
We covet your prayers and are hum-
bled by your support.  

Peru Trip Overview 

June 2020 

18 youth 

6 adults 

Week of service at Sicuani 

Seminary- break-ground on 

new multi-purpose room 

Five Day Trek- 

Salkantay to Machu Picchu 

Avondale Youth In Action 

Attic Sale Coming March 28 
 

On Saturday, March 28, Avondale youth will hold 
an Attic Sale here at Avondale with the proceeds 
going to support the summer 2020 Peru trip. 
 

Please keep them in mind when winter and spring 
cleaning! More details will come.  
Questions?  Leading this effort is Sherry Whitesides. 

Sicuani Seminary  

project 

 

Youth Retreat 2020 

Youth in Peru 2012 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/BPwmTaXGYrtfUra99
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BPwmTaXGYrtfUra99
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/chenoa-stock/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/chenoa-stock/


Avondale Adventures 

January 29- April 1 

 

Joyful Noise 

January 29- April 1 

Wednesdays @11 AM 

 

Youth BBQ Sale 

February 1 

 

Youth Super Bowl Party 

Feb 2 @11 AM 

 

Service of Installation 

for Rev. Jim Ewing 

February 23 @2 PM 

 

Lent begins   

February 26 with  

Ash Wednesday 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Burning of the Palms 

@5:30 PM  

Pancake Dinner @6 PM 

Service @7 PM 

 

Service for Eleanor 

Ramey  

February 28 @1 PM 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

March 8 

 

Women’s Retreat 

March 13-15 

 

Youth Attic Sale 

March 28 

 

Holy Week 

April 5-11 

 

Easter 

April 12 

 

Taizé Prayer Services 

First Tuesdays @7 PM 

 

Chair Yoga 

Tuesdays @10:15 AM 

  

Bunco 

First Fridays @6:30 PM 

 

Dinner with Friends 

Second Tuesdays  

@6:30 PM 

 

 

 

Newsletter Publishing Schedule 

Avondale Avenues is published every other month on the last Tuesday of the month. Content deadline for the  

next newsletter is a week prior to publication. Send submissions to caroline@avondalepresbychurch.org. 

Avondale Presbyterian Church 

2821 Park Road 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

www.avondalepresbychurch.org  

Sacred Space Art programs 

Jewelry Making: classes begin February 10 

Jump into Watercolors: sessions begin Feb 17 

Hand-Lettering Italics: sessions begin March 28 

Glass Mosaic & Wood Tray: begins May 4 

Avondale In Action 

Vacation Bible School 

July 20-24 

half-day camp 


