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Dear Avondale Family, 

It has only been three weeks, but 2022 already 
feels different than the last two years. Oh sure, 
there are still temporary closures of businesses 
and classrooms or in some cases schools. Num-
bers spiking with new variants and concerning 
hospital occupancies. All of those may be issues 
that we will face for some time.  

Yet for me, what feels different is the spirit of the 
people around me. Where over the last two years, 
any pandemic variable would stop all progress, I 
now hear folks talking about new ini-
tiatives and new goals. Where last 
year we were trying to figure out 
ways of getting folks together safely, 
we are now talking about how to live 
life together again.  

In so many ways, it reminds me of the 
disciples after Jesus was arrested. 
They had to seek shelter and isolate 
themselves from the Romans. They were locked 
behind closed doors in the upper room. Once 
Christ was revealed and ascended to God, we then 
see in the book of Acts how they began figuring 
out what life together was going to be like after 
their experience.  

The great thing about going forward is the sense 
of adventure that it brings. What will the nation, 
the city, and Avondale be like in the future? 
Where is God leading us in this new season? For 
me, those questions are filled with curiosity and 

exploration. What new 
thing is Christ trying to do in 
you as you start this new 
year?  

I am grateful to say that 
Christ is certainly at work in 
Avondale. We have our new 
friends from the Yakama 
Nation in Washington State 
coming to visit us. We have progress being made 
with our Sacred Space plan. Our mission folks are 

having conversations about new ways 
to share God’s love and mercy in our 
community. The youth have been hav-
ing new conversations about our biases 
and they are exploring how to teach us 
about opening our eyes to the different 
ways we exercise those biases. We con-
tinue to explore and learn about issues 
surrounding racial reconciliation. Rich 
and our music ministry are looking at 

new things to introduce into our Sunday worship 
and Avondale Adventures is brainstorming new 
things to share with our little ones about Christ’s 
love for them.  

It is an exciting time to be a part of Avondale and I 
hope, as you read about all the different ministries 
going on, you will be able to answer the question 
of what Christ is calling you to do in this New Year. 
See you soon. 

Grace & Peace, 
Jim  

 

...how to 

live life 

together 

again. 

Letter from the Pastor January 2022 

Avondale & the 

ACE Ministry 
 
The ACE Ministry at Avondale 
(Alliance Center for Education, for-
merly Avondale Bethlehem Center) 
sends a heartfelt THANK YOU to the 
Avondale congregation for your 
generous support of this ministry 
over the past holiday season. Avon-
dalers fulfilled wish lists of 30 ACE 
kids from 5 to 14 years and provided 
gift cards to 20 families and ACE 
staff members. Gift requests includ-

ed football pants, art supplies, a 
basketball, pajamas, books, Legos, 
and dolls. The care taken by congre-
gation members to provide just the 
right gifts for our ACE kids is truly a 
testament from the heart. Also dur-
ing the holidays, Avondalers donat-
ed food that provided blessing box-
es for 30 families, enabling these 
families to have a delicious Thanks-
giving meal. The boxes were assem-
bled by the Avondale Youth Group, 
organized by Shea Chambers.   

                    ACE Ministry continued… 
 

 

 

 



 

 

A Letter from Stewardship 
 

We, the members of the Stewardship team, are once 

again gratified and humbled with the generosity and 

commitment of Avondale members. We wrapped up 

the pledge drive for the 2022 year in December. Over-

all, we were very pleased. We had 101 total pledges, 

and of these, 10 were new pledge units. 56 pledges 

were for an increased amount. We stayed fairly con-

sistent with last year's total and fell slightly short of 

our goal of $500,000. All of this in a pandemic year 

which curtailed much of our in-person worship.  
 

We enter 2022 in good shape. We have been able to 

maintain important ministries, with modifications for 

safety. Worship, youth ministry, ASAP, Avondale Chil-

dren’s Center, Avondale Adventures, and now Room 

In The Inn are returning to full strength. These all re-

flect the commitment of Avondale members to our 

church and its mission.  

Thank you. Peace in Christ,  

The Stewardship Committee 

The Session Update 
 

N O V E M B E R  S E S S I O N  
 

At the November 14, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Session 
the following actions were taken and information re-
ceived: 

 Approved Minutes of the October 10, 2021 Stated 
Meeting of the Session. 

 Received October 2021 Avondale financial infor-
mation. 

 Received Jakob Gattinger, Nick Yonnone and Bridget 
Goode as new members. 

 Received a gift from an anonymous donor in the 
amount of $20,000, with $14,000 to be designated for 
the Facilities Fund and $6,000 designated for visual 
and sound improvements and/or audiovisual techni-
cian salary. 

 Approved holding worship services on Christmas Eve, 
to be held at 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM. 

 Approve Rev. Dr. Tom Robinson to be a guest minister 
at the worship service on November 21, 2021. 

 Established a restricted fund for future sacred space 
improvements.  

 Received a report that the Yakama Nation (Youth Mis-
sion Trip spent time there last summer) has offered to 
perform its program, “Dancing Our Prayers” at Avon-

dale and requested Avondale’s help in additional Char-
lotte area outreach opportunities. Elders expressed its 
support and excitement for the opportunity. 

 Received a report on the status of Room In The Inn for 
the coming year. Avondale will partner with three oth-
er Park Road churches to provided facilities for every 
Sunday night during the program. Avondale will work 
with our neighbor, Holy Comforter Episcopal Church, 
with Avondale providing the physical facilities and 
both churches providing additional resources. In light 
of the pandemic, there will be specific ways to partici-
pate that do not involve in-person contact. 

 Received a report from elders Harry Greyard and Cher-
yl Judd-Magee on the October 26, 2021 Presbytery 
meeting. 

 Expressed gratitude to: Ann Sanders and Rich Worf for 
their work with Room In The Inn; Musicians partici-
pating in the worship services; Worship Ministry Team; 
those who organized and participated in the Boo Bash, 
held on October 30; Youth leaders; Next Steps leaders; 
and the anonymous donor of the gift received as not-
ed above. 

 

D E C E M B E R  S E S S I O N  
 

At the December 12, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Session 
the following actions were taken and information re-
ceived:                                                                    continued…. 
 

Stewardship 
 

Thank you to all who turned in a pledge for 2022. 

Thank you for your support and faithfulness, 
for your trust and commitment.  

If you have yet to submit a pledge for 2022, 
we invite you to do so. Pledge cards are available at 

worship and in the office. An online form is available at 
www.avondalepresbychurch.org/pledge. 

loving stewards manifest God’s love 

https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/pledge


 

 

February Birthdays 

February Wedding Anniversaries 

 Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long.  

1  Debi Medlin 9  Willette McLeod 18  Cheryl Judd-Magee 

  Kendel Parks 10  Kelly Eakes   Amanda Mullennix 

3  Terry Davis   Mickey Melton   Rebeca Presson 

  Ella Ferguson 12  Hudson Flowers 20  Amy DeArmon 

4  Rena Beall 14  David Byrd   Milli Mann 

  Lauren Blake   Henry Worf   Gina Tate 

  Ava Lindahl 16  Harry Greyard   Devin Vickers 

  Stacey Longshore 17  Jennilyn Emory 23  Jacqueline Howells 

8  Rebecca Harris   Katherine Hall   Stephen Tate 

  Cathy Watson 18  Rob Blake 24  Dee Dee McDonald 

9  Mary Nell Howard   Helen Doherty 25  Nancy Bohrer 

  Cindy McKenzie   Lou Johnson 26  Ellen Watson 

      27  Cynthia Rupert 

John and Cheryl Judd-Magee February 7, 1987 

Joe and Emily Zuyus February 14, 1998 

Todd and Patti Oswald February 20, 1993 

Mahlon and Susan Thomas February 22, 1981 

March Birthdays 

1  Jessica Shanks 10  Kay Cameron-Conner 22  Mary Elizabeth Russell 

2  Billie Coates   Jodie Lawson 23  Joe Zuyus 

  Sena Miller   Lyn Sweet 25  Shirley McDowell 

  Todd Oswald   Mollie Zuyus   Irie Presson 

3  Fran McCoy 14  Sherry Whitesides 26  Beth Moss 

  Sarah-Kate Pease 16  Allye Powell 27  Lacey Beall 

4  Langston Longshore 17  Jed Wilkerson   Bryan Emory 

6  Barbara Barber 18  Henry Stockwell   Laura McCarthy 

  Megan McCarthy 19  Mia Platt 28  Erik Thomson 

  Joshua Sutherland   Owen Shumate 29  Lynn Wilkerson 

8  Isla Smith 21  Anson Stephenson 30  John Eyer 

9  Erin Passaly   Bennett Stephenson   Daniel Hayes 

   22  Barbara Hill 31  Alex Shumate 

March Wedding Anniversaries 

Jim and Carol Bowen March 1, 1980 

Tim and Betty Chambers March 3, 1973 

Mike and Connie Love March 8, 1970 

Sean and Heather Hogston March 16, 2013 

Betty Parrish March 20, 1955 

Jack and Sharon McGinn March 21, 1958 

Tim and Jennifer Oglesby-Dewyer March 25, 2017 

Bill and Kelly Platt March 27, 2004 



 

 

 
He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names. - Psalm 147: 4 

Scott & Brenda Coble April 12, 1968 Wesley & Caroline Flowers May 1, 2015 

Terry & Liz Davis April 13, 2013 Douglas & Vicki Hautop May 8, 2004 

Corey & Jessica Shanks April 13, 2013 Mike & Ginny Mitchell May 11, 1985 

John & Elizabeth Eyer April 18, 2005 Sabine Schwieman May 11, 1979 

Tom & Marian Stout April 19, 1997 Brian & Stephanie Tomey May 15, 1993 

Bob & Bonnie Howard April 20, 1996 Bill & Suzi Thornberry May 18, 1985 

Thomas & Jodie Lawson April 25, 2015 Andrew & Deidrea Pavlin May 19, 2007 

Jim & Rena Beall April 29, 2017 Delia McCloskey May 20, 1972 

Francis McNair April 30, 1960 David & Mary Hall May 30, 1987 

April & May Wedding Anniversaries 

April Birthdays 

1  Brooks Mitchell 7  Griffin Shanks 15  Addison Harris 22  Matthew Mitchell 

2  David Thomson   Sarah Cameron Wilson   Chuck Hendrix 23  Mary Katherine Darnell 

  Kevin Watson 8  Jay Barron   Steve Passaly   Claire Schilling 

  Sam Watson   Chris Rolfe 16  Luke Drozd 24  Martha Hayes 

3  Lamar Hardegree   Alan Wray   Wesley Flowers   Nathan Thomas 

  Makayla Pride 9  Leni Patterson   Caroline White 25  Abbie Vick 

4  Natalie Benson 10  Jamie Saleeby 17  Tiz Benson 27  Tinsley Lawson 

  Zack Benson 11  Sharon McCarthy   Rachel Matthews   Max Shanks 

  Carley Yount   Bill Town   Reese Wilkerson   Leslie Thomas 

  Katelyn Yount 12  Carter Hipps 18  GiGi Gibbs 28  Betsy Shanks 

5  Eli Oswald   Graham McNeil 21  Jim Beall 29  Katherine Annas 

6  Pat Banks   Beth Vorholt   James Ewing (turns 8)   Eric Hayes 

  Fletcher Saleeby 13  Dorothy Faulkenberry   Hudson Vorholt   Celeste Longshore 

7  Wendy Campbell   Karen Shannon 22  Katherine Baloga   Suzi Thornberry 

  Carey Cavanaugh 15  Marc Chavaree   Ruby Cathey 30  Chip Reed 

May Birthdays 

1  Marin Blake 7  Karen Annas 16  Jackie Shannon 24  Thomas Doherty 

  Reese Hautop   Susan Brandau 17  Mike Mitchell 25  Sophie Barron 

  Zackery McKenzie 9  Daisy Alexander 18  Evie Wray   Peyton Burgh 

  Clay Parler   Davis Hautop 19  Lucas Ferguson   David T.A. Mitchell 

2  Joe Moss   Andrew Pavlin   Rosalie Wright 26  Miles Tate 

  Emory Parks   Hanna Whitesides 20  Nancy Buchanan 27  Lucian Hayes 

3  Audrey Dougherty 10  Anderson Cohen   Chris Mathis 28  Emily Freeze 

  Libby Phillips 11  Kay DeArmon 21  David Hall 29  Betty Chambers 

4  Paige Hamilton 13  Jim Buchanan   Paula Huffines   Drew Pavlin 

5  Roberta Hayes   Tommy Wray   Carl McDonald 30  Betty Boyd 

  Corey Shanks 14  Laura Daniel 22  Connor Gibbs   Chip Burke 

6  John Callaway   Dell Lawson   Harry Whitesides   Jozsef Eyer 

  Jack Hogston 15  Ben Meier 23  Julie Caldwell   Rick Parler 

  Joshua Wardlaw   Clark Saleeby   Jack Hunter 31  Roseanne Thomas 

     Lora Toney   Bob Watson    



 

 

Session Update cont. 
 

 Approved Minutes of the Novem-
ber 14, 2021 Stated Meeting of 
the Session. 

 Received November 2021 Avon-
dale financial information. 

 Examined and approved elders-
elect Jim Beall, Gram Chambers, 
Christie Flowers, and Carl McDon-
ald as required by the Book of Or-
der. Elder-elect will be ordained 
and installed at the January 9, 
2022 worship service. 

 Approved 2022 Church budget. 

 Approved renewal of existing Line 
of Credit with Park National Bank. 

 Expressed gratitude to: Katherine 
Baloga, Nancy Bohrer, Alice Cuvi-
ello and Rich Worf, being the el-
ders whose terms expire this year, 
for their faithful service on Ses-
sion; Jim Beall, Gram Chambers, 
Christie Flowers, and Carl McDon-
ald, being the elders-elect whose 
terms begin next year; the Finance 
Ministry Team and Church finan-
cial coordinator, Leah Hackworth; 
the music ministry participants; 
the Ministry Team leaders whose 
terms expire this year; Lisa Worf; 
Paula Huffines. 

 
 

J A N U A R Y  S E S S I O N  

 

At the January 9, 2022 Stated Meeting 
of the Session the following actions 
were taken and information received: 
  

 Approved Minutes of the Decem-
ber 12, 2021 Stated Meeting of 
the Session. 

 Elected Jackie Shannon as Clerk 
of Session for 2022. 

 Approved a motion that the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion be cele-
brated (a) monthly at the regular 
worship service(s) on the first Sun-
day of each month for the 2022 
year and January 1, 2023; (b) the 
Women’s Retreat 2022; (c) Maun-
dy Thursday 2022; (d) Christmas 
Eve 2022; (e) Youth Sunday 2022; 
and (f) and at other gatherings of 
members of the congregation dur-
ing 2022 and January 2023, such 
as Youth Retreats, Youth and 
Adult Work Camps, Congregation-
al Retreats and worship services 
and gatherings as deemed appro-
priate by clergy and the leaders of 
these events. 

 Approved a motion that the Mis-
sion Ministry Team be permitted 
to call for and receive special 
offerings from time to time during 
the year for such purposes and at 

such times as such Ministry Team 
may deem appropriate in re-
sponse to a national, global or 
similar crisis. 

 Approved letters of endorsement 
and support to the Alliance Center 
for Education’s (formerly Bethle-
hem Center of Charlotte) and Roof 
Above’s (formerly Urban Ministry 
Center) applications to remain as 
recipients of Presbytery of Char-
lotte’s 10 Cents-A-Meal Grant. 

 Appointed Elders Arthur Baum 
and Tom Stout as Commissioners 
for Avondale to the February 12, 
2022 Presbytery meeting. 

 Expressed gratitude to: 
the Session and the congregation 
for the care and patience shown 
by them during a difficult time; the 
Stewardship Ministry Team; Gary 
Gotler for his work on the audio-
visual components of worship; 
Rich Stanley for his work with the 
music ministry during the Advent 
season; Elders Jim Beall, Gram 
Chambers, Christie Flowers, and 
Carl McDonald for accepting the 
call to service on Session; Elders 
Katherine Baloga, Nancy Bohrer, 
Alice Cuviello, and Rich Worf for 
their faithful service on Session; 
and Ministry Team leaders, past 
and present. 

ACE Ministry cont. 
 

Thanks also to David Hall for deliver-
ing a career talk to ACE kids. David 
described his career as a physician 
and described other careers availa-
ble in health care. 

Kid’s Café will kick-off in February! 
On the second Friday of each month, 
Avondale volunteers will prepare 
monthly meals and ACE will deliver 
the meals to Avondale ACE kids as 
well as ACE kids at several other lo-
cations, including Southview Recrea-
tional, Mulberry, and the Plaza. Dur-
ing Kid’s Café the nonprofit Birthday 

Blessings provides gifts and treats 
for ACE kids with birthdays for that 
month. Have cooking and culinary 
skills you would like to share? Be on 
the lookout for opportunities to pre-
pare hot meals for ACE kids. 

The ACE ministry is already looking 
ahead to Spring and Summer and 
will select a few interested kids to 
attend a week of adventure at Camp 
Grier during June. ACE summer 
camp planning is also underway.  

Many thanks from the ACE ministry 
team to the Avondale congregation 
for your continued support. 

 
Kid’s Café 

returns February 

held 2nd Friday 

of the month 



 

 

 
Avondale Session 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 
 

Harry Greyard 
Worship (Stewardship) 

Amanda Shanks 
Worship 

Tom Stout 
Mission (ACE) 

*Gram Chambers 
Discipleship 

 
Arthur Baum 
Discipleship  

Lynn Daniel 
Mission  

Cheryl Judd-Magee 
Discipleship  

 
Carl McDonald 

Worship  

Jim Beall 
Management  

Christie Flowers 
Discipleship (ACC) 

 

Prayer Requests 

Allman family; Susan Brandeau; Hannah 
Caddell; Sallie Chumley; Louise Ron Cross-
ley; Jozsef Eyer; Mary Hall; Chuck Hendrix; 
Anthony Higgs; James Higgs; Stewart Jer-
nigan; Kim Kirk; Wendy McCreery; Alonzo 
Miguel; Ben, Renee, Sena, Oscar and 
Soren Miller; John Oglesby; Tim O'Neil; 
Rita Outland; Tina Sanderson; Sarah Sper-
ry; Gail Trippodo; David Waller; Courtney 
Williams and family; and Rick Young IV. 
 

Church Triumphant 

Jim Judd of Denver, Colorado, brother of 
Cheryl Judd-Magee, joined the Church 
Triumphant December 5, 2021. Please join 
us in keeping Cheryl's and Jim's family and 
friends in your prayers. 

Annie Elizabeth Ivey of Waxhaw, sister of 
Daisy Alexander, joined the Church Trium-
phant January 22, 2022. Please join us in 
keeping Daisy's and Annie's family and 
friends in your prayers. 
 

Baptism 

Baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, was: 

- Jakob Gattinger on October 31, 2021. 
Jakob is a new member of Avondale. 

- Anson Brian Stephenson on December 5, 
2021, (twin) son of Brielle and Nathan Ste-
phenson. 

- Bennett John Stephenson on December 
5, 2021, (twin) son of Brielle and Nathan 
Stephenson. 

Birth 

Born December 4, 2021 was Tyce Thom-
as Sawyer, son of Mackenzie and Matt 
Sawyer and grandbaby of John Earl and 
Nadja Sefcik-Earl.  

Born December 9, 2021 was George Hill, 
son of Steve and Katy Hill. 

Born in October was Amina Mackenzie 
Powell, daughter of Liz and Corinthian 
and grandbaby of Bill and Suzi Thorn-
berry. 

New Members  

Please help us welcome Avondale’s new-
est members:  

Jakob Gattinger and Bridget Goode  
and Nick Yonnone and their daughter 
Autumn. 

Read more about them in this news-
letter. 

Birthday 

Avondale member Sue Haag turned 100 
on January 19! To help Sue celebrate her 
special birthday, send her a card or note. 
Attn: Sue Haag, Lake Wylie Senior Living, 
4877 Charlotte Hwy, Lake Wylie, SC 
29710. 

Church Leadership 

Thank you to our 2021 Session and Min-
istry teams for your faithfulness to Avon-
dale and the greater community! We are 
thankful for you and your gifts. We invite 
all congregants to consider serving this 
year. Where do you feel led to serve? 

Joys & Concerns 

Jackie Shannon - Clerk of Session          Rev. Jim Ewing - Staff 

*Youth Elder, one year term 



 

 

 

Youth Group Spread Joy 

Our Youth Group assembled Avondale’s 30 Thanksgiving 
Blessing Boxes that were distributed to families in need 
through ACE. Thank you to all for contributions.  

Our Youth Group also went caroling, sharing song and 
holiday spirit with seniors who live near Avondale.  

Thank you to all the families that supported the Youth  
Holiday Sale. It was a successful sale and fundraiser. 
 

Youth Study & Youth Sunday 2022 

Last fall, the Avondale Youth Group learned about the 13 
biases taught in “Learning How to See with Brian McLaren 
(Center for Action and Contemplation)”. These biases, 
which all start with the letter C, include: Confirmation; 
Complexity; Community; Complementarity; Contact;  
Conservative/Liberal; Consciousness; Competency;  
Confidence; Comfort; Catastrophe; Cash; and Conspiracy. 
We found it to be a powerful journey as we spent time 
reflecting on how these biases were present in our own 
lives and worked on ways to overcome them. 

This year’s Youth Sunday will be February 27th and we are 
excited to share these teachings with you! Come and “C”. 

To prepare yourself for worship, please consider listening 
to the six episodes of season two. Find it online:  

https://cac.org/podcast/learning-how-to-see/ 

 

Mending Wings Charlotte Visit 

Those who participated in the summer youth trip to 
Washington State have exciting news to share! Our 
friends from Mending Wings are planning to visit Char-
lotte in early March and Avondale will be hosting!  

The purpose of their trip is to share their "Dancing Our 
Prayers" service with Avondale. This service will be on 
Sunday, March 6 during worship. This is their way of  
sharing their culture, spirituality and way of life. 
 

The youth and staff will drum and dance in full regalia,  
perform drama, give testimonies and speak on conciliation 
issues between native and non-native America.  

The youth and leaders of Mending Wings went above and 
beyond with helping our youth feel welcome by providing 
a week of service, education, worship, field trips and cul-
tural immersion and we are hoping to do some of the 
same! A planning group has been assembled and they will 
keep you informed on ways you can help make Mending 
Wing's trip to Charlotte meaningful. 

 

 

 

 

 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds. - Hebrews 10:24  

Avondale In Action 

January 2021 

Youth Winter Retreat  

February 18-20 / Pipestem State Park in West Virginia 

Youth Sunday  

February 27 at 10 AM / Hope to “C” you here. 

“Dancing Our Prayers” 

Worship service with Mending Wings 

March 6 at 10 AM 

-Mending Wings youth 

-Avondale Youth  

Group caroling 

-from the Fall Retreat 

-Youth Sale wreaths 

Youth Leaders 

Arthur Baum 

Shea Chambers 

Zach Chambers 

Court Stephens  

Meg Stephens  

https://cac.org/podcast/learning-how-to-see/
https://cac.org/podcast/learning-how-to-see/


 

 

Christian Nurture 

Christian Nurture had a busy end to 2021 
with lots of fun for all! 

Adult Programming: 
The women's group completed their study of 
the Parables and enjoyed a fun night out for 
dinner and fellowship! Stay tuned for a possi-
ble study later in the spring. The PWA circles 
continued to meet monthly at church and in 
homes. They led a successful clothing drive 
for Sedgefield Middle School's "Closet" dur-
ing Advent and are thankful for the generous 
responses. Shea Chambers led a racial heal-
ing study for a group of about 15 members 
and non-members. They put in the work to 
listen and learn about the racial divides and 
disparities that our brothers and sisters of 
color experience. We are hopeful for more 
opportunities to learn and expand on this 
knowledge. Our senior adult program, ASAP, 
was active and excited to gather and enjoy 
fellowship and service opportunities togeth-
er. They enjoyed delicious meals, Christmas 
music, community speakers, collecting pop 
tabs and school supplies and creating treat 
baskets for teachers! ASAP typically meets 
once a month; however, due to rising COVID-
19 numbers, ASAP has postponed gathering 
until the spring. 

Avondale Adventures: 
See the back cover for the latest news. 

Advent: 
Over Advent, Christian Nurture shared devo-
tionals for adults and a fun Advent pop-up 
calendar with the children. The team also 
worked hard to offer a meaningful Prayer 
Walk in the garden on Christmas Eve. 
Throughout the pandemic, the Sacred Gar-
den has not only been used for outdoor ser-
vices but also as a space for individual reflec-
tion and prayer. Christian Nurture felt offer-
ing these reading stations would be another 
opportunity to engage everyone in a mean-
ingful way. The prayer stations followed the 
journey of the birth of Christ from Mary’s and 
Joseph’s perspectives with a heavy focus on 
their immense and unwavering trust in God 
during trial, discomfort and adversity.  

 

 

Congregational Life  

Our Congregational Life end of year 
highlights include: 

- the fall October Bash in the courtyard 
with a trick-or-treat scavenger hunt, 
music by our very own Bar Owls Band, 
dinner from Shake Shack and Chic-Fil-A, 
s'mores, drinks and games. What an 
awesome night of fun for all! 

- the Lemonade Stand – it isn't just for 
hot summer days! Snacks and drinks 
continued to be served after worship 
through December. 

- the third annual Avondale Christmas 
Marketplace in early December. We 
assisted Cheryl Judd-Magee in setting 
up and greeting vendors and shoppers. 

ASAP Mission Update 

In December, we took 17 pounds of 
pop tabs to the Ronald McDonald House. 
WOW! They were so very grateful for our 
contribution. We helped four families with a 
child in the hospital stay close to them. 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE YOUR POP TABS!  

Outreach 

Avondale continues to welcome 
new visitors to our worship ser-
vices. We held a Next Steps class in 
September for people wanting to 
learn more about Avondale. We've 
had three people join following that 
class:  

-Jakob Gattinger moved to Charlotte right 
before the pandemic hit. He works for Ray-
theon and is originally from the northeast 
with a stint in British Columbia for school.  

-Bridget Goode and Nick Yonnone have an 
almost 1-year-old daughter Autumn. They 
both have engineering backgrounds and are 
in the energy field. They live just down the 
street from Avondale. Bridget has a goal of 
seeing every national park in the US.   

Women's Retreat 

With the latest coronavirus surge and follow-
ing a member survey, it was announced we 
would not have the Women’s Retreat this 
year. We hope for next year! 

Avondale In Action 



 

 

 

 

 MISSION: Room In The Inn 
 

Following Avondale’s first night of Room In the Inn for this years’ win-
ter season, Rogers Magee was interviewed. Rogers also spoke in wor-
ship on December 12, highlighting this ministry for “Avondale In Ac-
tion.” Following are some Room In The Inn details, paraphrased from 
Rogers. 

Rogers said that three of the neighbors went to bed at 8:30 PM, one 
person stayed up and watched football with Rogers and Todd. The 
oldest neighbor that night was 70 years old. He and Rogers sat to-
gether at dinner. “We sort of hit it off together, we had a lot of things 
in common,” said Rogers, pointing out they were close in age. Hear 
more about this from Rogers from his testimony in worship. [YouTube 
video, start at 51:54—https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114] 

Another neighbor, 22 years old, was up at 6 AM and reading 
“Chronicles of Narnia.” He shared he was worried about getting to 
work on the bus by 7 AM. “All the neighbors were very pleasant,” said 
Rogers, “All went smoothly for our first Room In The Inn of the season. 
But then again, Avondalers are experienced….. We’ve been 
hosting RITI for over 20 years.”  

Read the full article on our website: 
avondalepresbychurch.org/post/ritiinterview 
 

ACC Scholarships 
 

The ACC board and Scholarship Committee approved TWO 
full-tuition scholarship spaces for 2021-2022 school year. 
The two scholarship spaces are for the older preschool clas-
ses and we hope to have the children with us until they 
graduate and begin elementary school. We are elated that 
one of the spaces was filled at the beginning of November 
and the other will likely be filled by the middle of January. 

We partnered with Child Care Resources and ACE (formerly 
The Bethlehem Center) to assist us in identifying possible 
scholarship families. The families that contacted us were 
vetted by the agencies for their services; however, did not 
meet the agencies strict eligibility requirements. The fami-
lies that contacted us all had an urgent need for quality 
child care in order to continue work or attend school. We 
are so blessed to have these families and children join our 
Avondale community. 

Chapel with ACC 
 

Chapel resumed with Pastor Jim in December for the Owls, 
Munchkins and Crickets classrooms. Chapel is held in the 
Family Life Center where classes can be safely separated. 
The children were so excited to participate in the lessons 
Pastor Jim shared. 

Avondale in Action 

https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114
https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114
https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/post/ritiinterview
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Avondale Adventures 
 

With 24 children participating and 9 volunteers, we 

had a wonderful season of Avondale Adventures! 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions and local guidance, we 

continued to make adjustments like mask wearing 

and outdoor programming. The children, however, 

didn't miss a beat! They enjoyed the time together 

and the dedicated leaders teaching them about the 

love of God and importance of community. Music 

Director Rich Stanley ended the season with a crea-

tive bang and shared videos (links below) of the chil-

dren dancing and performing their music for our Ad-

vent services. We look forward to another season of 

Avondale Adventures following Easter. Look for reg-

istration in mid-March! See our website for details. 

“Advent Prayer” https://youtu.be/7eEjUNQJci4 

“Crazy Christmas Medley” https://youtu.be/fygZDNAKGoY 
 

Taizé Prayer Services  

Monthly in-person services continue. Come see 

why Taizé has been going on for close to two dec-

ades! Come for a mid-week time of prayer and re-

newal. Come as you are. The service of music and 

communal prayer is approximately 30 minutes.  

Lent & Easter 2022 
 

 

 

Ash Wednesday    Mar 2 

Lent    Mar 2-Apr 14 

Holy Week    Apr 10-16 

Good Friday    Apr 15 

Easter    Apr 17 

Avondale In Action 

www.avondalepresbychurch.org 

#AvondaleHistory 
 We were assigned an interim 

Pastor, Dr. John Rosebro, a re-

tired minister. The first service 

was on July 23, 1944 and 35 peo-

ple came. There would be no 

Sunday School classes that sum-

mer because of the polio epi-

demic…..”The First Ten Years” 

Taizé Prayer Services 
 

Mark your calendar: 

1st Tuesday at 7 PM 

February 1, March 1, April 5 

and so on. 

http://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/avondaleadventures
https://youtu.be/7eEjUNQJci4
https://youtu.be/fygZDNAKGoY
https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/_files/ugd/34cd9f_654ec20185a948c6b2cbfc61ffcf9ac3.pdf


 

 

 

 

Avondale in Action 

MISSION: Room In The Inn 
December 2021 

Following Avondale’s first night of Room In the Inn for this years’ winter season, Rogers Magee 
was interviewed. Rogers also spoke in worship on December 12, highlighting this ministry for 
“Avondale In Action.” Following are some Room In The Inn details, paraphrased from Rogers.  

 

Avondale has been doing Room In The Inn (RITI) for over 20 years. 
This ministry is older than the Family Life Center building. When 
the FLC was being planned, showers and laundry were added be-
cause of this ministry. 

Rogers said that only four neighbors were hosted on December 5. 
He figured we were not full due to the warmer weather and be-
cause many participating in the RITI program have a certain num-
ber of nights they can be housed and thus, were saving their 
nights for colder weather. 

Rogers shared that many volunteers make this ministry possible—
David Klepser and sons Drew and Owen setup the cots and tables 
for the night; Betty Chambers prepared a lasagna dinner; Patti 
Oswald contributed breakfast; Oliva Magee prepared bag lunches 
to go; Rogers Magee and Todd Oswald were the overnight hosts; 
Jakob Gattinger took down and put away the RITI setup; Susan 
Thomas did the laundry; and Todd Oswald and Mahlon Thomas 
drove the bus, transporting neighbors to and from Avondale. 

Rogers said that three of the neighbors went to bed at 8:30 PM, 
one person stayed up and watched football with Rogers and 
Todd. The oldest neighbor that night was 70 years old. He and 
Rogers sat together at dinner. “We sort of hit it off to-
gether, we had a lot of things in common,” said Rogers, 
pointing out they were close in age. Hear more about 
this from Rogers from his testimony in worship. 
[YouTube video, start at 51:54—
https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114] 

Another neighbor, 22 years old, was up at 6 AM and 
reading “Chronicles of Narnia.” He shared he was wor-
ried about getting to work on the bus by 7 AM. “All the 
neighbors were very pleasant,” said Rogers, “All went smoothly for our first Room In The Inn of 
the season. But then again, Avondalers are experienced….. We’ve been hosting RITI for over 20 
years.”  

www.avondalepresbychurch.org 

LISTEN/WATCH: Avondale In Action: Room In The Inn 
Start at 51:54: https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114 

December 12, 2021 Worship Service 

SIGN-UP TO VOLUNTEER: via Avondale Presbyterian 
www.avondalepresbychurch.org/post/ritisignup 

ROOM IN THE DATES:  

December through March 
1st & 3rd Sunday nights 

at Avondale 

https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114
https://youtu.be/HbrF2hoxjmA?t=3114
http://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/post/ritisignup

