
 

 

 ...as we follow Christ into this new season of life together... 

July 2021 

Dear Avondale Family, 
 

Well, it has been a wonderful and eventful sum-
mer! The biggest development being our return to 
in-person, indoor worship back in June. After 13 
months, it has been a delight to see so many old 
friends and familiar faces as we come together to 
worship our Lord. Along with the live service, we 
are able to stream worship online for those who 
choose to participate from home or are away dur-
ing summer vacation. By offering both options we 
are trying to meet the needs of as many of our 
members as possible.  
 

Another exciting experience this sum-
mer was the Youth Mission Trip to 
the Pacific Northwest. Twenty six 
Avondalers went out West to experi-
ence, learn, and serve on the Yakama 
Nation Reservation. While there, they 
made friends with Native American 
youth as together they learned about the culture 
and traditions of the Native American people. 
Working side by side, they showed God’s love by 
caring for the elderly in the Yakama community. 
During a sacred circle worship service, Avondalers 
and Native Americans shared in very open, hon-
est, and emotional ways as they reflected on their 

time together and what they 
learned from each other.  
 

While camping, hiking or 
kayaking in this part of the 
country one couldn’t help 
but be in awe of God’s great 
creation that surrounds you. 
Perhaps one of the holiest 
moments was experiencing worship with Com-
munion at 7,000 feet on the side of Mt. Hood. We 
also experienced the love and hospitality of the 
new friends we made at Bethany Presbyterian 

Church in Seattle. These folks had just 
started back to in-person worship as 
well, so they were gratuitous in wel-
coming us and treating us to “Seattle's 
Best Donuts.” This helped me to appre-
ciate the significance of being a part of 
a connectional church like the Presby-

terian denomination. Because you or I could walk 
into any Presbyterian church anywhere in the 
country and still feel part of the body of Christ. 
We must always be mindful of that as we wel-
come new folks to Avondale.  
 

As we look toward the fall, our leaders and staff 
are working very hard to provide                 cont. 

Letter from the Pastor 

Update from Session 

May 
At the May 9, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Session 
the following actions were taken and information 
received: 
·    Received and welcomed Devin and Kristie Vick-
ers as new members. 
·    Approved Minutes of the April 11, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Ses-
sion. 
·    Received April 2021 Avondale financial information and March 2021 
ACC financial information. 
·    Approved the Sacrament of Baptism for Waylon Scott Lilly, son of 
Brynn Stewart and Jon Lilly on Sunday, June 6, 2021 at 11 AM in the Sa-
cred Garden. 
·    Approved the Sacrament of Baptism for Daniel Joseph Hayes IV, son 
of Dana and Daniel Hayes on Sunday, August 1, 2021 during the worship 
service. 
·    Approved creation of an Audio & Video Equipment Technician posi-
tion to assist in worship services and authorized of Worship Ministry 
Team, in consultation with Personnel and Finance Ministry Teams, to 
advertise for and seek to fill the position at a salary of $18 - $25 per 
hour, commensurate with experience.  continued... 
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·    Received an update on the status of work of the Sacred 
Space Task Force and Reopening Task Force. 
·    Appointed Elders Nancy Bohrer and Lynn Daniel as 
Commissioners to the May 18 Presbytery meeting. 
·    Approved a scholarship to Amanda Shanks for one-
third of her tuition for the fall semester 2021 at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary pursuant to the Seminary’s Match-
ing Gift Program. 
Expressed gratitude to: Katherine Baloga for her devotion-
al at the Session meeting; Gram Chambers and A.J. Shilling 
for their recent Eagle Scout accomplishments; and Aman-
da Shanks and Lisa Worf for their work with the Next 
Steps Inquirers’ Class. 
 

JUNE 
At the June 13, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Session the 
following actions were taken and information received:  
·    Approved Minutes of the April 11, 2021 Stated Meeting 
and May 23, 2021 Called Meeting of the Session. 
·    Received May 2021 Avondale financial information and 
April 2021 ACC financial information. 
·    Approved a motion that (a) the Church return to full 
indoor and in-person worship services beginning on Sun-
day, June 13 (with the short term exceptions of June 20 
and 27 and July 4 in light of Rev. Ewing’s previously ar-
ranged travel plans and youth work camp) and (b) the 
time of weekly worship be changed from 9:30 AM to 
10:00 AM beginning June 13, 2021.  Worship services will 
be conducted subject to appropriate social distancing and 
other safety guidelines suggested by the Reopening Task 
Force. 
·    Approved Rev. Caroline East as a guest minister at the 
worship service on June 27, 2021. 
·    Received an update on the status of work of the Sacred 
Space Task Force and Reopening Task Force.  
·    Appointed Elders Nancy Bohrer and Tom Stout as  
co-chairs of the 2021 Nominating Committee. 
·    Received a report from Nancy Bohrer on the May 18 

Presbytery meeting. 
Expressed gratitude to: the Safety / Reopening Task Force; 
those who organized and served refreshments after the 
June 13 in-person worship service; those who worked on 
and participated in the June 13 worship service, including 
the technology team who made it possible to live stream 
the service; and the youth leaders and chaperones for 
planning the upcoming youth work camp. 
 

JULY 
At the July 11, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Session the 
following actions were taken and information received: 
·    Approved minutes of the June 13, 2021 Stated Meeting 
of the Session. 
·    Approved the Sacrament of Baptism for Daniel Joseph 
Hayes IV, son of Dan and Dana Hayes, on August 1, 2021 
at the 10:00 AM worship service. 
·    Approved the Sacrament of Baptism for Reese Cathe-
rine Wilkerson, daughter of Jed and Hannah Wilkerson, on 
August 15, 2021 at the 10:00 AM worship service. 
 ·    Received the updated property agreement between 
the ACC and church which reflects changes made as a re-
sult of the campus-wide phone, internet and network up-
grades. 
* A motion was made and seconded to call for a Congre-
gational Meeting on July 25, 2021 for the purpose of 
electing a Nominating Committee tasked with finding  
a slate of Elders to serve on the Session in the Class of 
2024. 
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cont. Letter from the Pastor  
 

quality programs and events to assist our folks in their 
faith growth and development. Life together is slowly 
feeling familiar again, and while church may look a little 
different from how we knew it before the pandemic,  
you can be confident that the same love and care that 
has always been at the core of Avondale will continue  
to lead us as we follow Christ into this new season  
of life together.  Grace & Peace,  Jim  

Memorials & Honorariums 



 

 

Birthdays in August 

Wedding Anniversaries in August 

Chuck Hendrix Aug. 3, 1957  Brian & Maggie Drozd Aug. 14, 2010 

Betty Boyd Aug. 4, 1951  Betty Marshall Aug. 14, 1948 

Jeff & Laura Meier Aug. 5, 1995  Joe & Beth Moss Aug. 14, 1997 

Andrew & Kim Flowers Aug. 6, 2011  Robert & Beth Suydam Aug. 17, 1991 

Jackie & Karen Shannon Aug. 6, 1983  Nell McRae Aug. 23, 1952 

Fred & Lynn Wilkerson Aug. 7, 1982  Lamar & Marge Hardegree Aug. 24, 1957 

1  Meg Stephens 10  Eliza Ely 23  Anne Doherty 

2  Dennis Brandau   Susan Harrington   Malcolm Faulkenberry 

  Tina Gaddy 11  Zoe Reed   A. J. Schilling 

  Alex Hegenbart   Rick Shanks 24  Elizabeth Moore 

  Bruce Vestal 12  Amy Major 25  David Caudle 

3  Carol Bowen 15  Ginny Moss 26  Francis McNair 

  Will Vick 16  Tracie Hayes 27  Ellory Norman 

4  Evelyn Martin   Susan Thomas 28  Drew White 

5  Donna McKenzie 17  Mary Shannon 29  Emma Harrison 

7  Delia McCloskey 21  Maddie Howard 30  GraceMarie Bartle 

8  Elizabeth Lawson   Michael Love   Pam Blake 

  Sarah Lawson 22  Andrew Bowen   Rogers Magee 

9  Mollie Freeze   Ann Sanders   Jennifer Patterson 

  John Magee       

Birthdays in September 

Wedding Anniversaries in September 

1  Sandy Brodof 9  Brenda Coble 21  Shea Chambers 

  Evan Michael Harrison   James Harris   Bo Mitchell 

  Hannah Stockwell   Tyler Norman 22  Ainsley Chambers 

2  Jim Flowers 10  Kristie Vickers   Catherine Mitchell 

3  Stewart Farris 13  Karey Marren 23  Sydney Jordan 

4  Grant Caldwell   Jerry McClure   Shawn Love 

  Caroline Starnes   Will Tomey   Keely McKenzie 

6  Andrew Flowers 14  Chris Hipps   Marcus Mitchell 

  Matt Mitchell 15  Joanne Sahlie 24  Steve Annas 

  Mary Catherine Suydam  Amanda Seals 25  Brett McCarthy 

7  Richard Vickers 16  Anne Russell   Debby Sacra 

8  Taylor Shanks   Sabine Schwieman 26  Mason Todd 

   20  Rich Stanley 29  Tim McLeod 

        Elizabeth Russell 

Rich & Lisa Worf  Sept. 6, 2014 Ann Gregory  Sept. 24, 1955 

Jim & Christie Flowers  Sept. 8, 1979 Jed & Hannah Wilkerson  Sept. 24, 2016 

P.K. Kalevas  Sept. 9, 1948 Chad & Kendel Parks  Sept. 26, 2015 

Ellen Watson  Sept. 19, 1953 Dennis & Susan Brandau  Sept. 29, 1984 

Aaron & Carolyn Wright  Sept. 19, 2015 Harry & Sherry Whitesides  Sept. 29, 1997 

   Charlie & Karen Eakes  Sept. 30, 1995 



 

 

Birthdays in October 

Wedding Anniversaries in October 

 
Staff News 

 

1  Natalie Thomas 9  Tim Chambers 19  Timothy Vestal 

2  Emily Shannon   Jerry Lawson 21  Fred Wilkerson 

4  Jacy Chavaree 11  Rose Graham 25  Callie Magee 

  Marsha Rose   Jeff Meier 26  Tim Doherty 

6  Edwin Anderson 12  Libby Thompson 28  Shea Barron 

  Alevia Callaway 13  Colin Thomson 29  Reid Caldwell 

7  Tommy Gribble 16  Katherine Anderson 30  Kay Chelena 

8  Alice Cuviello   Cate Vick   Cal Hamilton 

  Maureen Hunter 17  Drew Martin   Lynn Mathis 

     Jim McCarthy 31  Brylie Major 

   18  Malcolm Faulkenberry    

     Bob Rudisill    

John & Joy Callaway Oct. 3, 2009 Rebeca & Nic Presson October 8, 2011 

Regina & Shawn Love Oct. 3, 1998 Kay DeArmon Oct. 11, 1958 

Matt & Stefanie Mitchell Oct. 4, 2008 Tiz & Ben Benson Oct. 21, 1995 

Joe & Sarah-Kate Pease Oct. 4, 2014 Chris & Connor  Hipps Oct. 22, 1997 

Roger & Caroline White Oct. 5, 1969 Rick Parler Oct. 27, 1984 

Dana & Beth Vorholt Oct. 6, 2018 Bob & Cathy Watson Oct. 27, 1984 

Finance Coordinator 

Jacqueline Howells, Finance Coordinator, accepted a  
full-time position with the Make-A-Wish Foundation and 
her last day at the church was May 31, 2021. We are  
grateful for her countless contributions over the last  

three years. 

Welcome Leah! 

Please welcome Leah Hackworth, our new Finance  
Coordinator. Leah grew up outside of St. Louis, Missouri  
in New Canton, IL, and moved to Charlotte, via Baltimore, 
MD, in June 2020. She and her husband Jeremy have two 
children, June (5) and Ethan (3). Leah studied Accounting 
and Finance at Culver-Stockton College in Canton, MO. 
Leah spent 12 years in public accounting and prior to  
joining Avondale was at Ernst & Young. 

More about Leah: Favorite food: Tacos! 
Interests & Free Time: Reading, fitness, spending time  
with my family and friends, traveling. 
Something others might not know about her: She studied 
abroad in China. 

We are hiring! 

Avondale is looking to hire a part-time Audio, Sound & Video Technician for Sundays. 
Please help spread the word! www.avondalepresbychurch.org/post/jobposting-avtech 

Please pray for: 

Allman family; 
Graham Baakko & 
family; Billy Caldwell; 
son & daughter of 
Tom Blackeagle of 
Yakama Nation; 
Louise Ron Crossley; 
Jozsef Eyer; Teresa 
Fox; family of Claire 
Graham; Kim Kirk; 
Alonzo Miguel son of 
Annaweinita Miller of 
Yakama Nation; Gail 
Love; Tim O'Neil; Rita 
Outland; Bob Rudisill; 
Tina Sanderson; 
Shannon Family; 
Sarah Sperry; Gail 
Trippodo; Courtney 
Williams & family; 
and Rick Young IV. 

Prayer  

Requests 

https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/post/jobposting-avtech


 

 

Baptism 

Baptized in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, on April 
18, 2021, was Dorothy Eden Faulkenber-
ry, daughter of Hayes and Lauren 
Faulkenberry. 
 

Baptized in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, on May 8, 
2021, was Nina Ariail Mendoza and So-
phie Clark Mendoza, daughters of Rob-
erto Mendoza and Laurin Ariail.  
 

Baptized in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, on June 6, 
2021, was Waylon Scott Lilly, son of 
Brynn Stewart and Jon Lilly. 
 

Birth 

With great joy, we share news of the 
birth of Ginny Katherine Pease on May 
19, 2021 to Sarah-Kate and Joe Pease. 
 

With great joy, we share news of the 
birth of Rosalie Flynn Wright on May 19, 
2021 to Aaron and Carolyn Wright and 
big sister, Sage. 
 

Celebration of Life 

A Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
and a Celebration and Thanksgiving for 
the life of Mr. Borden "Bordie" McClos-
key will be held August 7, 2021 at 1 PM 
at Avondale Presbyterian Church.  
 

Member Care 

We are grateful to Member Care who 
coordinate sharing expressions of love 
and support to these families from their 
Avondale family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Triumphant 

With deep sadness, we share the pass-
ing of David Gene Hunley, a former 
member, who joined the Church Trium-
phant May 8, 2021. David grew up at 
Avondale.  
 

With deep sadness, we share the passing 
of Claire Graham, who joined the Church 
Triumphant May 21, 2021. Claire, 91 
years old, was a faithful member of 
Avondale, Women's Circle and Choir. 
 

With deep sadness, we share the passing 
of Carlton Shannon, Sr., father of Jackie 
Shannon, who joined the Church Trium-
phant July 3, 2021.  
 

With deep sadness, we share the passing 
of Louise Pendergast Chambers, who 
joined the Church Triumphant July 13, 
2021. Louise, 97 years old, joined Avon-
dale church in 1970 and served for a pe-
riod of time as the Director of Christian 
Education. A small, family service was 
held in the Sacred Garden on July 22, 
2021.  
 

Member News 

The Barron sisters, Libby and Sophie, 
are helping redirect food/take-out 
containers destined for the landfill 
into materials that can be used 
again! Find out about their work fea-
tured on WCNC, "Charlotte sisters 
team up with nonprofit to recycle 
plastic to-go containers." More 
 

Davidson Valmyr is the recipient of 
the 2021 Presidential Scholarship, 
awarded to one CPCC student annu-
ally who demonstrates superior aca-
demic and leadership achievement. 
Davidson will continue his studies for 
a BS in Chemistry at Queens Univer-
sity of Charlotte.  
 

Pictured: top right to bottom left 
Faulkenberry, Lilly, Wright, Pease, 
McCloskey, Chambers, Graham (in 
pink), Barrons, and Valmyr.  

Member News 

 

https://www.wcnc.com/article/news/local/charlotte-nonprofit-providence-day-school-earth-day-recycling-volunteering/275-b20669eb-0478-4a60-9438-81718ea525de%22


 

 

 

July 2021 

 

Hello to you all from your Stewardship committee. 

This is Jim Flowers, representing the committee whose members consists of many of your friends and 
close acquaintances here at Avondale, to include Ted Todd, David Hall, John Magee, Harry Greyard, Ann 
Gregory and Laura Meier. 

We are preparing for Stewardship season for the purpose of insuring the funding of ministry at Avon-
dale Presbyterian Church for another year.  Our plans for the season include the Stewardship Campaign 
Kickoff on September 12 (receive pledge cards) with Dedication Sunday planned for October 3 (return 
pledge cards), which coincides with World Communion Sunday.   

The response by each and every member of the congregation to the Stewardship campaign of 2020, the 
year of COVID-19, was both humbling and heartwarming.  With the multitude of challenges that came 
with the pandemic, each of you continued to support the work of the church as if we had never heard 
the words “COVID” or “pandemic.” 

Each program that depended on financial support, whether staffing, outreach, youth (think Pacific 
Northwest Mission Trip, Massanetta Springs or Montreat), Avondale Adventures, ASAP, ACE Ministry 
and Lunches for Neighbors all functioned as hoped and planned.   

We will continue asking for your financial commitment as we try to return to some level of normalcy.   

I was struck by a note in a recent Avondale email, dated July 15, announcing the cancellation/
postponement of Vacation Bible School. There were several reasons for the making of this tough deci-
sion, in part due to a lack of volunteers to staff the effort.  I have never given a second thought to 
attending worship in the FLC with all of the seating in place, the band and choir in their appointed plac-
es, the pulpit front and center, all sound equipment ready to go, and all the elements of worship appro-
priately displayed.  Who does that?  Who accepts responsibility to be up bright and early on Sunday 
morning to set all this up and be sure that us late arrivals have a seat at the table of worship?   

This year in particular, our time and talents will be needed to insure that our financial resources can be 
fully and efficiently realized and utilized in the day-to-day mission and operation of Avondale. We, the 
members of the Stewardship committee, ask that you consider how you may allocate a portion of your 
highly valued personal time to programs and ministry at Avondale.  Stewardship, by definition, is how 
we use our time and talents as well as our financial gifts to build God’s Kingdom.   

With thanks for your prayerful consideration, 

Your Stewardship Committee 

Building God’s Kingdom 



 

 

 

Recent Worship News 
Avondale returned to weekly in-
person worship services on July 11, 
2021. In June, our worship service 
moved to 10 AM. Your help is needed 
on Sunday mornings! As we transition 
from services shared online to services 
in-person, we are finding several areas 
where additional volunteers are need-
ed. Volunteering on Sunday mornings 
is a great way to fellowship, meet new 
people and a critical piece of the puzzle 
in allowing us to have a successful and 
meaningful worship service! Please 
take a look at the different opportuni-
ties here. 
 

On Pentecost, the Avondale Adven-
tures children lead us in worship in-
person in the courtyard. Following wor-
ship, Congregational Life provided a 
time to fellowship and enjoy a light 
brunch.  
 

Spiritual Growth 
Stewardship season will kick-off Sun-
day, September 12 and Dedication Sun-
day will be October 3.  
 

Christian Nurture 
Our Bible 101 and Seekers Sunday 
School classes resumed meeting in-
person. Like our Sunday worship  

service, Bible 101 continues to offer an 
online option for people to attend from 
home. Save the date of August 29 for 
Rally Day! Information about our Sun-
day School classes and small 
groups will be shared this 
day. Visit the tables to learn 
about programs for adults 
and children.  
 

Avondale Adventures 
Our spring Avondale Adven-
tures program was a success 
and so much fun! Thank you 
to all the leaders and volun-
teers for making it a great 
program. A special thank you 
to graduating high school 
senior Ainsley Chambers who, 
once she finished the pro-
gram as a participant in 5th 
grade, came back every year 
following as a volunteer! The leaders 
and volunteers of our children’s minis-
tries help make special memories for 
children and families and sow the 
seeds of faith. Join us for our next Ad-
venture beginning October 6. Registra-
tion will open September 8. 
 

Vacation Bible School Postponed 
After much conversation and thought, 
we made the tough decision to post-
pone our summer 2021 VBS program 
until next year. With VBS planning. you 
need to make some decisions early in 

the year and as we all know, 
planning ahead and making 
decisions during COVID has 
been no easy task. Although 
things are on the upswing and 
people are traveling and so-
cializing more, there are still 
challenges that were unfore-
seen. We chose a wonderful, 
big VBS program early on and 
we want to make sure that we 
have the resources, participa-
tion and excitement to make 
it the best it can be! We hope 
to see you! 
 

Taizé Prayer Services 
Did you know that Avondalers 

went to Taizé, France in 2005?! Our 
Taizé Prayer services return to in-
person on August 3 and will continue 
on the first Tuesday of the month. 
Online services will not be offered but 
Taizé services can be found on our 
YouTube channel. youtube.com/
AvondalePresbyChurch 

Avondale in Action 

New Members 
 

Kristie and Devin Vickers have a 1-year-old son 

Win. They enjoy spending time with their fami-

lies in North Carolina and Alabama. Kristie likes 

traveling, exercising, and reading. Devin is a 

senior estimator with a construction contract-

ing company. He enjoys cooking and fishing.   

 

Lauren and Hayes Faulkenberry have a 3-year-

old son, Helms, and a 1-year-old daughter, 

Eden. They are both real estate brokers - Lau-

ren working with retail and Hayes working with 

retail and residential builders. Lauren enjoys 

reading, hiking and biking. She once owned 

two barre studios in Greenville, SC. Hayes grew 

up in Rock Hill and enjoys college sports and 

traveling.  

Outreach & Next Steps 
 

It's been so good to finally extend a warm in-person wel-

come to visitors. A handful have joined us the past few 

Sundays. We also look forward to better getting to know 

those who found us during the pandemic through online 

worship and Bible studies. We had several people join over 

the past year-and-a-half, including the Vickers and Faulken-

berry families this spring. We have had a number of people 

interested in hearing more about Avondale. We are plan-

ning another Next Steps class after Labor Day to better ac-

quaint peo-

ple with the 

church, its 

ministries, 

theology, 

and work in 

the com-

munity.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiyRtLxnnSrJbENLhjlL0sb1qATktGwg-vTJalv22udDVkLg/viewform
youtube.com/AvondalePresbyChurch
youtube.com/AvondalePresbyChurch


 

 

ASAP Update 
On April 22, 2021 the Avondale Senior 
Adult Program (ASAP) met for lunch 
and fellowship. It was so wonderful 
seeing our ASAP family after COVID 
quarantining and in-person re-
strictions. ASAP resumed monthly 
meetings on June 24 and will continue 
meeting on the 4th Thursday of most 
months.  
 

ASAP members feel our greatest mis-
sion is the fellowship we have with 
each other. We always enjoy a deli-
cious meal together, fun activities, 
music programs, or informative pro-
grams for seniors. Our missions in-
clude collecting pop tabs for the 
Ronald McDonald House recycling pro-
gram, sending cards to our seniors 
unable to attend, supporting the 
Sedgefield Middle School teachers, 
and supporting our church missions 
such as completing a Welcome Home 
Kit for Roof Above. We hope to be 
able to take trips, visit our Faithful 
Friends and read to the children in the 
Children's Center in the near future. 
Sincerely, The ASAP Planning Team 
 

Congregational Life 
Stay after worship on Sundays and 
enjoy fellowship and lemonade, 
brought to you by Congregational Life. 
This ministry has several fun gather-
ings in mind and is working on details. 
Stay tuned. The Christmas Market-
place will be the first Saturday in De-
cember. Mark your calendar for our 
third annual market on December 4, 
2021 and bring your friends. We invite 
artisans to RSVP to participate at 

avondalepresbychurch.org/christ-
masmarket. Lynn Wilkerson is the  
contact.  
 

Member Care 
The Member Care team continues 
with strong card, meal, phone-call/ 
email, flowers ministries. We are 
grateful for the support to our families 
with new babies. If you’d like to help 
spread the love and care, please con-
tact Shea Barron or Leslie Saleeby. 
 

Mission 
Stretching out our hands to serve, 
Avondale has been busy in mission. 
Partnerships with Roof Above and Alli-
ance Center for Education have 
brought many opportunities for Avon-
dalers to serve and contribute this 
spring and summer. For details, see 
our website and our “anews” page. 
 

Ten Cents-A-Meal 
As of late July 2021, Avondalers have 
contributed $5,362.18 to this ministry. 
Rejoice with us that God continues to 
grow and bless the program as we 
feed God’s children across the fields of 
the Charlotte Presbytery. 
 

ACE Ministry 
If you’ve thought about joining the 
ACE Ministry, the meetings are held 
the first  Thursday of the month at 10 
AM. This fall, let’s “Rally for ACE!” Our 
mission project for Rally Day is school 
supplies for children of the program. 
Our goal is gathering supplies for 75 
children. See the wish list at 
www.avondalepresbychurch.org/
aceministry.  

ACE Plans/Schedule for August 
6- last day Summer Camp 
9-13- no staff at Avondale 
16-20- staff in and out of Avondale 
(will be training at other locations) 
23-27- staff will be onsite at Avondale 
preparing for the school year 
30- first day of TLC all locations 
  

Property 
Our Fall Property Workday will be  
September 25, from 8 AM to 12 PM. 
Pitch-in to help care for our campus!
Project info and sign-up coming soon.  
 

Nominating Committee &  
Elder Nominations 
Elected to the committee tasked with 
finding a slate of Elders to serve on 
the Session was Nancy Bohrer, Tom 
Stout, Tony McKenzie, Todd Oswald, 
and Lynn Wilkerson. To submit nomi-
nations for Elder, please find the nom-
ination form on our website. Names 
should be turned in before the start of 
worship on August 15. Thank you! 
 

Avondale Children’s Center 
It is sad saying goodbye to our kinder-
garteners and their amazing families 
as they prepare for elementary school. 
We hope our ACC families will keep in 
touch and know we will always consid-
er you FAMILY! 
We look for-
ward to getting 
to know the 
babies/children 
and families 
coming into the 
ACC as spaces 
opened up. 

Celebrating 25 Years! 

In June 2021, Millie Norris had a work 
anniversary marking 25 YEARS with 
Avondale Children’s Center! June 2 
was proclaimed #MillieDay! 
ACC children, teachers and families 
and Avondalers wore tie-dye to honor 
and celebrate Millie. 

Thank you Millie!  

Millie, thank you for being a loving 
spirit and for always sharing your 
smiles and kindness to everyone  
who walks through the doors at 
Avondale. May God continue to  
bless you and those you touch.  
 

A few ACC Dates 

July 29 - ACC “Bike Day” 
Sept 3 - ACC closed/ Teacher 
Workday 
Sept 6 - ACC closed for Labor Day 
holiday 
Sept 7 - New school year starts for 
ACC 

Avondale Children’s Center 

http://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/christmasmarket
http://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/christmasmarket
http://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/aceministry
http://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/aceministry
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RALLY DAY ’21                                August 29, 2021 

 

 

RALLY DAY ’21                                August 29, 2021 
Faith formation happens over a lifetime and in many settings of church life 

together. Join Avondale on Sunday, August 29, 2021 at 10 AM to celebrate 

the kick-off of Christian education programming and our annual “Blessing of 

the Backpacks.”. Come learn about Avondale’s ministries and hear about 

opportunities for all ages. 

 

Sunday School & Small Group Kick-Off  
Learn about our Sunday School & small group programs for all ages. 

Bibles for Children 
3rd graders and 3 year olds are gifted children’s Bibles. 

“Blessing of the Backpacks” 
Children are invited to wear/bring their school backpacks for blessing! 

Youth Group Fall Kick-Off   
Welcoming youth, 6th to 12th grades, to join Youth Group at Avondale. 

Mission: School Supply Drive 
Let’s “Rally for ACE” and collect school supplies for 75 children. 
 

Join in at 10 AM in the Family Life Center for Worship  

and stay after for a time to learn and fellowship.  

All welcome! 



 

 

Our Avondale high school youth had 
a great trip to the Pacific Northwest 
June 17-30th! Every four years we 
plan an international trip. But when 
last year's trip to Peru was post-
poned and then cancelled due to 
COVID, we had to improvise to meet 
our goals of mission, exploration 
and cultural immersion for this 
year's trip instead. 
 

With those goals in mind, we decid-
ed to spend five days on the Yakama 
Indian Reservation.  We prepared in 
the months leading up to the trip by 
studying the book, One Church, 
Many Tribes, suggested by the 
Mending Wings organization.  The 
study helped us to open our minds 
and hearts to the Yakama people as 
brothers and sisters—not as a mis-
sion field, which is how the Christian 
church has historically treated 
them.  We spent the week learning 
from Tribal elders, leaders, and 
youth from the Native Mending 
Wings youth group in central Wash-
ington. Our youth and adult leaders 
worked alongside Indigenous youth 
from Mending Wings as well as a 
Methodist youth group from Peoria, 
Illinois, completing service projects 
for elders in the community. We 

experienced the Yakama culture and 
learned from our hosts as they 
opened up their world to us.  They 
shared a traditional salmon and 
frybread feast, taught us how to 
make tule mats, performed the tra-
ditional Jingle and Chicken Pow 
Wow Dances from the group Danc-
ing Our Prayers, and invited us to 
participate in a Native Talking Circle 
worshipping Yeshua (Jesus) and Cre-
ator on our last night on the reser-
vation. 
 

The leaders from Mending Wings 
placed great value on the cultural 
experience of learning and sharing 
with each other, and our youth took 
that to heart. We spent one morn-
ing visiting the treaty site where the 
Yakama Reservation was estab-
lished, assigning 14 local Tribes a 
boundary area, which was a portion 
of their Native lands, for their reser-
vation.  It also included a ceded area 
where they would have the right to 
continue hunting and fishing on 
their Native lands even outside the 
reservation. However, it was only 12 
days after the initial signing that the 
treaty was broken by the governor, 
leading to the Yakama War. One of  
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the Tribal elders, Yellowash, told us how 
those rights are still fought for in the pre-
sent day and have been upheld by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
 

With our focus on k'wyaamtimt, roughly 
translated as the virtue of honesty or truth-
fulness, we also learned about some of the 
historical failures in cross-cultural under-
standing between Native Tribes and the 
Presbyterian and Methodist missionaries 
who started coming to the area in the nine-
teenth century. The ability to get to know 
and exchange ideas and stories with anoth-
er culture within our own country was eye-
opening in many ways and a great experi-
ence for youth and adults alike. 
 

Before and after their time with Mending 
Wings, our youth had the opportunity to 
camp and explore the wilds of the Pacific 
Northwest, hiking at Multnomah Falls, on 
Mount Hood and Mount Rainier, and sea 
kayaking in the San Juan Islands off the 
coast of Washington! We even had the op-
portunity to go-kart, ride down a summer-
time Alpine slide, go mountain biking, climb 
a rock wall, and, of course, try lots of good 
local restaurants in the small towns we vis-
ited. We spent one last afternoon in Seattle 
before our flight home on the last night. 
 

Please talk to our church youth about their 
favorite parts and the ways they changed 
and grew on the trip! Here's what one of 
them had to say on the next page.  

 

 

highlights video 

Pacific Northwest Trip 

https://youtu.be/0m2-
kme2BqM 
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One late afternoon, our three vans 
pulled into the parking lot of a small 
church in Washington State. The twen-
ty-four of us stumbled out, with the 
hot desert sun beating down on our 
heads. After several days previously 
camping, most of us were preoccupied 
with thoughts of flushing toilets and 
warm showers. This would be the be-
ginning of the Avondale youth group’s 
transformative experience with the 
people of the Yakama Nation. 

As we walked into the church, none of 
us were exactly sure what kind of wel-
come awaited us, we didn’t know what 
the Yakama people thought of us, and 
we didn’t know what they had planned 
for us over the next week. Despite this 
nervousness, we were greeted with an 
abundance of love and acceptance from 
our new friends. A few minutes after 
our arrival, another youth group from 
Illinois walked in, they would be staying 
on the reservation for the next week 
as well. Our twenty-four-person youth 
group dwarfed their eight members in 
comparison, and later they shared how 
nervous they were at the number of 
strangers they were about to be living 
with for the next week.  

Still, our three groups of people from 
different parts of the country, walks 
of life, and world views would slowly 
come closer over the rest of that day, 
and over the course of the next week. 
We were taught some of the traditions 
of the Yakama and listened to them 
speak about their history and beliefs. 
We also learned some new games to 
bring back and play with the rest of 
the Avondale youth group. As we 
learned from the Yakama, we listened 
and thought about what they were 
saying and asked many questions. In 
turn, the Yakama listened and learned 
from what we, and the other youth 
group, had to share. Above everything 
else, the main purpose for us being 
there was to learn from each other and 
breach the gaps between people. I be-
lieve our youth group, the group from 
Illinois, and the Yakama people, accom-
plished this to the best of our abilities. 

Personally, during the week, I had sev-
eral emotional, joyful, and impactful 
moments where I was able to bond 

with the Yakama and others on the 
trip. Out of all those moments, one of 
my favorite experiences was when Wil-
son Major, Gram Chambers, and I left 
the others for a few hours to go with 
Tom, the Yakama leader in charge of 
the worksites, to complete a couple of 
tasks. Our first stop was at the home 
of Anna, one of the other leaders in 
charge of the program. We were there 
to help move a broken washing machine 
down three flights of stairs, but before 
we did that, we were invited into 
Anna’s home. There was a surprising 
number of relatives in the apartment 
when we entered, including sisters, 
sons, daughters, nephews, and nieces. 
Despite being total strangers, they 
greeted us with open arms and instant-
ly made us feel like we belonged with 
them. Afterwards, we drove around 
the reservation, to and from the 
dump, talking with Tom. While that 
may not seem like the most interesting 
experience, learning from Tom and tell-
ing him about our lives back home 
made me feel very close to him, and 
gave me a lot of respect for the type 
of person he is. As a testament to his 
character, the Mending Wings program 
allows him to keep their work truck so 
he can use it in his spare time to help 
the community. As we drove around 
the reservation, Tom stopped often to 
say hello to people or simply honk his 
horn as a greeting.  

Altogether, there were several lessons 
ingrained into me during this trans-
formative week on the Yakama Reser-
vation. First, I came to fully appreciate 
the importance of treating everyone, 
no matter who they are, where they 
come from, or what they look like as 
family; because in the end, we must 
come together as family to build for 
the future. Also, I was reminded of 
the importance of being fully open and 
honest with the people close to you; 
because without that vulnerability, you 
will keep yourself at a distance from 
others, making it more difficult to 
begin healing your own inner turmoil. 

Thank you to  
Garrett Whitesides  
for sharing his  
experience with us!  
#Grateful 

Avondale Youth Group & the People of the Yakama Nation 

Yakama Indian Nation | Wapato, Washington  
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Avondale Youth 
 

 

Celebrating Our Youth 

- Graduates - 
 

Tribute to Youth Group 2021 Seniors 
 A video was put together to celebrate the 
graduating seniors of our youth group. You 

won't want to miss this video! Watch 
 

Graduates 2021 
Avondalers joined families in celebrating the graduates in their lives. 

High school and college...the accomplishments are many. 
Consider sending a note of congratulations and encouragement 

for the future. Click here to Read or Watch the graduates!  

Middle School Youth - Summer Trip 
Our middle schoolers had a great time at the "Rooted in Love" middle 
school conference at Massanetta Springs! They played games, got to 
know other middlers from First Presbyterian of Asheville, sang songs, 
learned about the importance of roots and good soil, and participated 
in workshops such as a Creation scavenger hunt and Gardening with God. 
They also got a little wet and messy with some of the games and the camp  
slip-and-slide! Thank you for your support of our youth as they continue 
to grow their roots and learn the height, length, depth, and width of 
Christ's love!  
 

Middle School Youth - Spring Retreat 
On May 14, the Avondale Middle School Youth headed to the NC moun-
tains on a full tank of gas and praying for the ability to fill up* and return 
home at the end of the weekend. Our 11 youth and 3 adults spent the weekend  
expanding our faith as it applies to racial justice, growing in God’s love, and 
growing in relationship with each other. We took advantage of the big sky for 
amazing star gazing, played more than a few rounds of pool and karaoke, hiked 
around the top of the mountain we were staying on, and kayaked the French 
Broad River in Asheville’s arts district. And nothing quite satisfies the soul after 
a float down the river more than a visit to the French Broad Chocolate  
Factory for some ice cream and brownies, or hot tea and bonbons! Prayers 
were answered when we were able to fill our gas tanks to return, and prayers  
continue for the seeds that are planted in our youth and our leaders as we get  
uncomfortable in order to bring about justice in our world. *(Charlotte and eastern 
U.S. had a sudden fuel shortage after a cyberattack crippled a major pipeline.)  
 

High School Youth - Spring Retreat 
The High School youth are becoming quite the experienced white water 
rafters. After last summer’s warm-up on the Nolichucky River in Tennessee, 
we attacked the cool waters of the New River in West Virginia. This time 
the air temperature was much cooler which lead to a few less involuntary 
swimmers. We conquered the Class V’s with ease and finished the day en-
joying the nation’s newest national park. We had a great time escaping 
with two nights of camping, adventure, and fellowship. Exactly what we needed be-
fore returning home to face final exams. Our bonding is now complete as we head-
off to the Pacific Northwest in June. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IsdHGiim_0A-BJsrC9oh50MeC8wRA9mW/view?usp=sharing
https://34cd9f2d-8cae-4f07-8d8e-269994ac628c.usrfiles.com/ugd/34cd9f_df9dae8a35cf43d289d3b301fdc013cd.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y37EgL2TIelgNTNgMrKBXsfCmPOBggCr/view?usp=sharing


Rally Day                       Sunday, August 29, 2021 

Faith formation happens over a lifetime and in many settings of 

church life together. Join Avondale to celebrate the kick-off of Chris-

tian education programming and “Blessing of the Backpacks.” Come 

learn about Avondale’s ministries and opportunities for all ages. 

Youth Group                     Kick-off is August 29! 

Join other youth, 6th-12th grades, as we journey in our faith. Sunday 

evenings, weekend retreats, and summer work camps give the youth 

a forum to explore what a relationship with God means, ask ques-

tions, and build bonds between each other. To find out more about 

our Youth Group, contact Avondale at 704-333-6194.  

Avondale Adventures            Begins October 6! 

Our next Adventure begins October 6. Stay tuned for more infor-

mation about this popular kids’ program! Registration will open Sep-

tember 8 for this program for young children.  

Next Steps Class                     Coming soon! 

Interested to learn more about Avondale and the 

Presbyterian Church? A new member class is com-

ing after Labor Day. Put your name on the list to 

receive information. Visit www.avondalepresby-

church.org/nextstep and complete the form. 

Newsletter Publishing Schedule 

Avondale Avenues is published quarterly on the 4th Wednesday of the month. Content deadline for the  

next newsletter is a week prior to publication. Send submissions to caroline@avondalepresbychurch.org. 

Avondale Presbyterian Church 

2821 Park Road 

Charlotte, NC 28209 
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Avondale In Action 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship 
Join us Sundays at 10 AM 

in our Family Life Center 

or online via YouTube 

“Avondale Presby Church.” 
 

Avondale Dates 

Jul 31– Mission: Welcome Home Kits 

Aug 3- Taizé Prayer Service in-person 

Aug 6- ACE Ministry– summer camp ends 

Aug 8- Session monthly meeting 

Aug 25- CMS first day of school 

Aug 26- ASAP Program 

Aug 29- Rally Day 

Aug 29– Blessing of Backpacks 

Aug 29- Youth Group begins 

Aug 31- Lunches for Roof Above 

Aug 30- ACE Ministry- first day of TLC  

Sept tbc– Next Steps new member class 

Sept 8- Avondale Adventures registration 

Sept 13- Stewardship Kick-Off 

Sept 25– Property Work Day 

Oct 4 - Dedication Sunday 

Oct 6- Avondale Adventures program 

Dec 4 - Christmas Marketplace 


