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  ...inspired and grateful to be associated with this place... 

July-August 2020 

Dear Avondale Family, 
 

     August 5th will mark the one year anniversary of 
our family joining your family. What a year it has 
been. In just one year, we have celebrated 75 
years of serving God in Charlotte and the world. 
We celebrated three baptisms, and bore witness 
to the resurrection of a number of faithful mem-
bers who have joined the Heavenly Kingdom of 
God. We have hosted Room In The Inn, and partic-
ipated in a food drive for the kids of 
the Bethlehem Center. There have 
been racial justice conversations and 
fellowship Zoom conversations.  
There have been Women’s Retreats, 
High School/Middle School Youth  
Retreats, Mission Trips to Eastern 
North Carolina and a Youth Mission 
Trip to Asheville. We have had our 
world turned upside down by a glob-
al pandemic and yet have continued 
to care for our folks with vehicle pa-
rades, hand-written notes, home-
cooked meals, and phone calls. This 
doesn’t even count all the classes, 
music rehearsals, basketball games,  
 

and ministry meetings 
that have continuously 
happened.  
 

     I have had the privilege  
to watch you do all this 
over just twelve months 
and I can’t wait to see what 
we will do in the name of 
Christ over the next twelve 
months. Avondale, I am so grateful that you have 

allowed us to witness, partner, and  
learn with you and from you. The 
prophet Micah reminds us that all the 
Lord truly requires from us is to “Do 
justice, to Love Kindness, and to Walk 
humbly with our God.” For the last 
twelve months I have been inspired 
and grateful to be associated with this 
place that lives into this scripture pas-
sage so well.  
 

     So from our immediate family to our 
church family, thank you for your faith-
fulness and devotion to following 
Christ our Lord. 
  

    Grace & Peace, The Ewings 

Letter from the Pastor 

Session Update 

June Meeting:  
 

At the June 14, 2020 Stated Meeting of 

the Session the following actions were taken: 

·   Received a report from Matt Mitchell, co-chair of 

the Finance Ministry Team, on the financial condi-

tion of the Church, particularly in light of the current quarantine situa-

tion. 

·   Approved Minutes of the May 3, 2020 Stated Meeting of the Session  

·   Received Church May 2020 financial report 

·   Received Avondale Children’s Center May 2020 financial report 

·   Received various reports from Rev. Ewing and elders of the ongoing 

work and worship of Avondale during the period of the closing of 

Church facilities  

·   Received an update from the “Transition Team” appointed by Rev. 

Ewing to review and advise on how and when to begin the reopening 

process following the quarantine period. The Transition Team (also 

called the Re-Opening Task Force) includes Amanda Shanks, David Hall, 

Jessica Shanks, Jim Ewing, Paula Huffines, Todd Oswald and Rich Stan-

ley. The Team is reviewing all aspects of use of the church  
 continued... 
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campus, including small group use of space, rental use, 

and in person worship when permitted and prudent.  

·   Agreed to call a congregational meeting via Zoom on 

Sunday, June 28 at 11:00 AM. The purposes of the 

meeting are (a) the approval of changes in Rev. Ewing’s 

Terms of Call for the current year, (b) election of a Nomi-

nating Committee, (c) review and receipt of the Annual 

Report for 2019 (as previously shared/distributed several 

months ago) and (d) a virtual “Town Hall” gathering for 

members.  

·   Appointed Alice Cuviello and Rich Worf to serve as com-

missioners for Avondale to the August 15, 2020 Presby-

tery meeting. 
 

July Meeting 
 

At the July 12, 2020 Stated Meeting of the Session the 

following actions were taken: 

·   Met with Rev. Steve Mitchell, Avondale’s liaison to the 

Presbytery’s Committee of Ministry. He explained his role 

as liaison to Avondale and informed the Session that he is 

available to help ministers, sessions, and congregations 

with questions and to discuss matters as they may arise 

that need communication with the Presbytery. 

·   Approved Minutes of the June 14 Stated Meeting of the 

Session and June 28 Congregational Meeting 

·   Received the June 2020 Church financial report 

·   Conducted a mid-year review of the Church budget and 

reviewed the use of the PPP loan proceeds by the Chil-

dren’s Center and Church. 

·   Received various reports from Rev. Ewing and elders of 

the ongoing work and worship of Avondale during the pe-

riod of the closing of Church facilities 

·   Received an update from the Re-Opening Task Force. A 

target date for in-person worship services to resume has 

not been determined. Classrooms and other facilities on 

Church grounds have been reopened and are available for 

use with certain limitations and safety requirements. 
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Memorials &  

Honorariums online 
 

avondalepresby-

church.org/donate 

Memorials & Honorariums 

 The "Happy Birthday, Ann Gregory!" video 

https://youtu.be/6gafkqbdxTc 

Thank you to 

counting team 

members 

Rogers Magee, 

Eric Hayes, &  

Tommy Gribble 

for their service. 

https://youtu.be/6gafkqbdxTc


 

 

Birthdays in August 

We extend our Christian sympathy to these families and friends... 
 

Joseph Borden "Bordie" McCloskey (February 19, 1946) joined the 
Church Triumphant June 2, 2020. Bordie was a beloved and faithful mem-
ber of Avondale for over 40 years. A celebration of his life has been post-
poned. Obituary 
 

Jack Bearman, father of Jacqueline Howells, our financial coordinator, 
joined the Church Triumphant June 4, 2020. They had a small family service in Arizona, 
where her parents live. A larger celebration of his life will be held later, once family and 
friends can be together. 
 

Bobbie B. Strickland, mother of Jeff Strickland, our IT vendor, joined the Church Trium-
phant June 22, 2020. A graveside service was held June 25 at Raleigh Memorial Park and 
officiated by Rev. Scott Hovey of St. John's Baptist Church. Obituary 
 

Wallace Litchfield "Chip" Reed (April 30, 1946) joined the Church Trium-
phant July 4, 2020. Chip and his wife Caroline were active and faithful 
members of Avondale before moving to the Charleston, SC area several 
years ago. A celebration of his life will be held at a later date. Obituary 
 

Rachel Louise Caudle (May 24, 1924), mother of Olivia Magee, joined the 
Church Triumphant July 10, 2020. Rachel has been a familiar face and 
friend of Avondale for many years and more recently following her move 
to Charlotte. Obituary  
 

Church Triumphant 

Please pray for: 

Jacqueline Howells 
Kimberly Kirk 
Rogers & Olivia 
Magee 
Delia McCloskey 
Carl, Dee Dee & Lilly 
McDonald 
Nic & Rebeca Presson 
Floyd Privette 
The Family of 
Michael Morales 
The Reed Family 
Jeff Strickland 
The Family of Lucy 
Wiley 
 

90+ Birthdays 

Find the corrected  
list here.  

Wedding Anniversaries in August 

1  Meg Stephens 8  Elizabeth Lawson 21  Maddie Howard 

2  Alex Hegenbart   Sarah Lawson   Michael Love 

  Bruce Vestal 9  John Magee 22  Andrew Bowen 

  Dennis Brandau 10  Eliza Ely   Ann Sanders 

  Tina Gaddy   Susan Harrington 23  Anne Doherty 

3  Carol Bowen 11  Zoe Reed 24  Elizabeth Moore 

  Douglas Hautop 12  Amy Major 25  David Caudle 

  Will Vick 13  Shawn Matthews 26  Francis McNair 

4  Evelyn Martin 14  Benjamin Darnell 27  Ellory Norman 

5  Donna McKenzie 15  Ginny Moss 28  Drew White 

  Ryan Vestal 16  Susan Thomas 29  Emma Harrison 

6  Katie Moss   Tracie Hayes 30  GraceMarie Bartle 

  Michael Gibbs 17  Mary Shannon   Jennifer Patterson 

7  Delia McCloskey 19  Inez Rudisill   Pam Blake 

  Jack Gustafson      Rogers Magee 

  Vicki Hautop       

Chuck Hendrix Aug. 3, 1957  Brian & Maggie Drozd Aug. 14, 2010 

Betty Boyd Aug. 4, 1951  Betty Marshall Aug. 14, 1948 
Jeff & Laura Meier Aug. 5, 1995  Joe & Beth Moss Aug. 14, 1997 
Andrew & Kim Flowers Aug. 6, 2011  Robert & Beth Suydam Aug. 17, 1991 
Jackie & Karen Shannon Aug. 6, 1983  Nell McRae Aug. 23, 1952 
Fred & Lynn Wilkerson Aug. 7, 1982  Lamar & Marge Hardegree Aug. 24, 1957 

Prayer 

Requests 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/14912226/Joseph-Borden-McCloskey
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newsobserver/obituary.aspx?pid=196383190
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/charleston/obituary.aspx?pid=196504449
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thesnaponline/obituary.aspx?pid=196485200
https://files.constantcontact.com/faa86cec201/705c9af9-edd1-4055-b5d3-476e548f1207.pdf


 

 

Birthdays in September 

Wedding Anniversaries in September 

 

Stewardship 

1  Sandy Brodof 13  Karey Marren 23  Sydney Jordan 

  Evan Michael Harrison   Jerry McClure   Shawn Love 

  Hannah Stockwell   Will Tomey   Keely McKenzie 

2  Jim Flowers 14  Chris Hipps   Marcus Mitchell 

3  Stewart Farris 15  Griffin Emory 24  Steve Annas 

4  Grant Caldwell   Addison McNeil 25  Brett McCarthy 

  Caroline Starnes   Joanne Sahlie   Sharon McGinn 

6  Andrew Flowers   Amanda Seals   Debby Sacra 

  Matt Mitchell 16  Anne Russell 26  Mason Todd 

  Mary Catherine Suydam  Sabine Schwieman 27  Jane Pearl Swart 

8  Taylor Shanks 20  Rich Stanley 29  Tim McLeod 

9  Brenda Coble 21  Shea Chambers   Elizabeth Russell 

  James Harris   Bo Mitchell    

  Tyler Norman 22  Ainsley Chambers    

     Catherine Mitchell    

Bryan & Jennilyn Emory  Sept. 6, 2016 Ann Gregory  Sept.  24, 1955 

Rich & Lisa Worf  Sept. 6, 2014 Jed & Hannah Wilkerson  Sept.  24, 2016 

Jim & Christie Flowers  Sept.  8, 1979 Chad & Kendel Parks  Sept.  26, 2015 

P.K. Kalevas  Sept.  9, 1948 Dennis & Susan Brandau  Sept.  29, 1984 

Louise Chambers  Sept.  13, 1970 Harry & Sherry Whitesides  Sept.  29, 1997 

Ellen Watson  Sept.  19, 1953 Charlie & Karen Eakes  Sept.  30, 1995 

Aaron & Carolyn Wright  Sept.  19, 2015    

"Raising the Consciousness: Moments of Grace"  

Kick-off Sunday is September 13 / Dedication Sunday is October 4, 2020 

 



 

 

Youth Group this Summer 
 
With all our summer youth plans canceled (High School Peru Trip and Middle School 
Massanetta Conference), the youth had to get creative for some time together this 
summer. 
 
In June, the High Schoolers departed for an adventure week to the North Carolina 
mountains. While keeping as much physical distancing as possible and staying mostly 
outdoors, we were able to pack in a full weeks worth of action. We began with a hike 
up and down Mt. Mitchell (11.2 miles). Then spent a chilly day tubing on the South 
Toe river. Next we visited Manna Food Bank in Asheville to sort food and received an 
enlightening tour to walk in the shoes of a homeless person through the city. Finally,  
we rafted the wild rapids of the Nolichucky river and visited Montreat for a familiar 
hike. This was all done while spending lots of time in study, discussing racism in our 
society. 
 
In July, the Middle School youth spent a few days, mostly in the warm water, on the 
South Toe river. They also studied and discussed racism each evening. The youth visit-
ed Mt. Mitchell (via car) and Montreat for a tour (but no hike). Honestly they were 
hard to get out of the river for much time at all.  
 
Thanks to everyone who attended, lead and supported these trips. It was much need-
ed in these crazy times. It created memories, revived us, and allows us to see the 
wonderful creation that God has given us.  

 
 
 
 

Avondale in Action 
 

 Celebrating 

Our Youth 

 

Graduates 2020 
Join Avondale families in 
celebrating the graduates 
in their lives. High school 
and college...the accom-

plishments are many. 
Read 

Watch 
 

Tribute to Youth Group 
2020 Seniors 

 A video was put together 
to celebrate the graduating 
seniors of our youth group. 

You won't want to miss 
this video! 

Watch 
 

Confirmation Class  
Confirmation Class was 

completed on Zoom this 
year! Despite the quaran-
tine, Youth continued to 

meet with Rev. Jim Ewing 
and their mentors, diving 
deep into the tenants of 

our faith. We look forward 
to a time when they can  

join the church. 
Read more & pictures  

 
Sophie Barron 

mentor Shea Chambers 

Gram Chambers 

mentor Corey Shanks 

Owen Klepser 

mentor Court Stephens 

Leni Patterson 

mentor Lisa Worf 

Makayla Pride 

mentor Lynn Wilkerson 

AJ Schilling 

mentor Tom Stout 

Claire Schilling 

mentor Jessica Shanks 

Tommy Wray 

mentor Andrew 

Patterson 

High Schoolers’ Pictures 
https://drive.google.com/drive/

folders/1sq2xR20rUbVCS-jQRRP-

0wycmD87qe5f?usp=sharing 

Middle Schoolers’ Pictures  
https://photos.app.goo.gl/

MJf1SW5moyc3Bo647 

https://bab83cd1-cc85-42c6-b5f6-0bc6f45a774c.filesusr.com/ugd/34cd9f_a4760e2f661042a5bc95796ad1b92663.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1445c3evk9jGfgNiuFWw4W_rw1mNpwpdR/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/EIeWrIEe89Y
https://bab83cd1-cc85-42c6-b5f6-0bc6f45a774c.filesusr.com/ugd/34cd9f_ef3844dd9d91400791e04b290114c86b.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sq2xR20rUbVCS-jQRRP-0wycmD87qe5f?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sq2xR20rUbVCS-jQRRP-0wycmD87qe5f?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sq2xR20rUbVCS-jQRRP-0wycmD87qe5f?usp=sharing
https://photos.app.goo.gl/MJf1SW5moyc3Bo647
https://photos.app.goo.gl/MJf1SW5moyc3Bo647


 

 

 

Avondale in Action 
 

From Sacred Space 
Dear Avondale Family, Our Sacred Space committee wanted to share a 
brief update. With the current economic uncertainty of the country we 
don't feel that it is prudent to move forward to the next phase of our 
capital campaign. Our hope and prayer is that by the middle to late fall, 
the pandemic will be subsiding and there will be a better sense of what 
the economic future looks like. At that time we should be able to com-
municate to you the next phase in the process. We continue to thank you for your patience 
and understanding during this time of discernment. - Update from June 24, 2020 
 

Congregational Meeting Held 
For the first time ever, Avondale held a virtual congregational meeting. 
Avondalers gathered on Zoom on Sunday, June 28 for a meeting to elect 
members of the nominating committee, receive the 2019 Annual Report, 
and approve the Terms of Call for Rev. Jim Ewing. The Terms of Call and 
Annual Report were both approved and committee elected. 
 

Nominating Committee Elected 
The congregation elected David Hall, Janet Harrison, and Deidrea Pavlin 
to serve on the 2020 Nominating Committee along with Nancy Bohrer 
and Alice Cuviello, who were appointed by session as Elder Representatives. 
 

Panel Discussion 
On June 21, Rev. Jim Ewing hosted a Panel Discussion to talk about racial eq-
uity and bias. We give a grateful "Thank you" to our panelists - Rev. Veronica 
Cannon, Dr. Rev. Jerry Cannon, and Ann Sanders who shared professional and 
personal experiences. Thank you also goes to all who came to listen and 
share. Approximately 25-30 people were in attendance on the Zoom gather-
ing. Resources mentioned were shared in Avondale weekly emails following 
the discussion. 
 

Avondale Children's Center Re-opened 
Our children’s center re-opened May 26, 2020. There are many new regulations that we 
must follow that the DHHS has set for us. An important one for families 
and friends to know is that only staff and children are allowed in the 
school. Graduation, unfortunately, is still on hold.   
 

Vacation Bible School 
Our first virtual VBS was held this summer - and it was big fun! With “Feet 
that follow: Awesome are YOUR feet! They carry God’s love wherever you 
go!”, children and families went on a journey exploring the places Jesus traveled and 
discovered ways we can travel and share God’s love while staying right in our own 
homes! July 20-24, Avondale shared a fee-free week of fun with VBS lessons, activities, 
and daily Avondale videos. The videos featured Avondalers, Bible lessons, prayers, an 
“Energizer” with Avondale youth, and Professor Pickles, a pup-
pet who helped teach. Wish you could have seen a video? Check 
out the Day 1 video. At video time 3:10, the youth teach us how 
to do the VBS Energizer “Revolution” dance! Both the Avondale 
Children’s Center and the Bethlehem Center youth participated 
again this year.  

A Vacation Bible School Video 

https://youtu.be/RFHRpifzbLk 

https://youtu.be/9xlQovI58wc?t=190
https://youtu.be/RFHRpifzbLk


 

 

 

ABC Ministry 

Mission Team Leader, Kay Chelena, and Mission Ministry Team discern-
ing elder, Amanda Shanks, recently met with the Bethlehem Center di-
rector, Georgett Johnson, to go over their and our respective policies 
and procedures relative to COVID-19 to make sure that proper protec-
tions and safeguards were in place to protect both the Bethlehem Center 
staff and children as well as Avondale staff and members. Amanda 
serves on the Church Re-Opening Task Force. Amanda and Kay advised 
that a very beneficial meeting resulted and leadership from both the 
Bethlehem Center and Avondale's ABC team will hold a regular confer-
ence call every two weeks. In addition, any change in procedure or policy 
being considered by either side, as well as any potential COVID-19 con-
cerns, will be communicated immediately so that any necessary adjust-
ments can be made. 
 

Volunteer assistance at this time continues to be greatly restricted be-
cause of the pandemic but Avondale is assisting in funding the breakfast, 
lunch, snack and project supply needs of the Bethlehem Center Summer 
Camp currently in session at Avondale. Approximately 32 children will 
have the opportunity to be involved in crafts, recreational activities,  
tutoring, and other activities as well as participate in the Avondale  
Staycation Bible School (VBS).  There will also be discussions in the near 
future relative to how we might assist when school begins in the fall. 
 

The ABC Team and the Mission Ministry Team would like to once again 
thank our congregation for their generous, spirit-led contributions during 
these trying times to support our efforts to assist and maintain the oper-
ation of the Out-of-School and the Summer Camp programs of the Beth-
lehem Center here at Avondale. They are very sincere in their expression 
of gratitude for the Christian love of our Avondale congregation.  

Avondale Dates 
 

July 27-31 – Jessica Shanks on vacation 

Aug 1 - Christmas Market response due 

Aug 2 - Worship series "Play Ball!" continues 

Aug 2 - Member Birthday - Alex Hegenbart 

Aug 4 - Taizé Service 

Aug 5 - Avondale Social 

Aug 9 - Guest Preacher Rev. Caroline East 

Aug 10-14 - Jacqueline Howells on vacation 

Aug 15 - Presbytery meeting - Alice Cuviello 

    & Rich Worf serve as commissioners 

Aug 19 - Avondale Social 

Sept 1 - Taizé Service  

Sept 8 - ACC Children “Move-Up” week 

Sept 13 - Stewardship Kick-Off 

Oct 4 - Dedication Sunday 

Nov-Dec 5 - Christmas Market (virtual) 

Re-Opening Task Force 

Update – June 17, 2020 

The re-opening task force has been 

meeting to discuss up to date infor-

mation regarding COVID-19 and 

how to safely allow for in person 

gatherings at Avondale. While we are 

still quite a while away from being able to worship together, 

we are working on being able to provide opportunities for 

small gatherings of classes and small groups.  

At this time, small groups can begin gathering on the church 

campus for the purpose of meetings, fellowship, and study. In 

an effort to manage the use of space and allow for proper 

cleaning, please email or call Jessica Shanks to reserve a 

room. To ensure the safety of all, we ask that you wear a 

mask when meeting on campus and when possible, use a fan 

and prop doors open for better air circulation. Hand sanitizer 

will be provided in each room along with disinfectant wipes 

to wipe down hard surface areas prior to leaving.  



Newsletter Publishing Schedule 

Avondale Avenues is published every other month on the last Tuesday of the month. Content deadline for the  

next newsletter is a week prior to publication. Send submissions to caroline@avondalepresbychurch.org. 

Avondale Presbyterian Church 

2821 Park Road 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

www.avondalepresbychurch.org  
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Worship 
Join us in Worship, Sundays at 9:30 AM on 

our YouTube channel, “Avondale Presby Church.” 

We invite you to join us during that time as a way of 

connecting to God and one another. Our bulletin 

is shared via email on Sunday mornings. 

Taizé  
Taizé Prayer Services return. Next services: 

7 PM on August 4 & September 1 

Christmas Marketplace 
Create, craft, sew, paint, wood work…!! 

Plans have begun for our AVONDALE CHRISTMAS 

MARKETPLACE 2020! We are excited about our 

responses thus far from those wanting to participate. 

Let us know by August 1, 2020 if YOU are 

interested. Lynn Wilkerson is the contact. 

Avondale Social on Zoom 

If you missed the first two, you lost an oppor-

tunity to learn important information about 

some of our members. For instance, did you 

know: 

- that one member has been so bored that 

she tried on her 50-year-old wedding dress (it 

still fit, sort of)! 

- that one member and family has a new dog 

that may be the world's laziest canine?! 

- that one member is adept at using a squirt 

gun to frustrate squirrels that crave the food 

in the bird feeders? 

The calls are purely for fun and a way for 

members to talk, share, and laugh. Check your 

Avondale email for dates, time and Zoom link.  


