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Dear Avondalers, 

January and February are some of my favorite 
months of the year. Mainly because they inevita-
bly involve either snow days or even cozy rainy 
days that inspire reading good books, watching 
favorite films, family board games, or some sort of 
baking.  

More than all that, the start of a new year brings 
with it an energy of anticipation. What will the 
next twelve months have in store for us? What 
new opportunities are just on the horizon? Where 
will God call us next? These are all 
questions that the Leadership of 
Avondale will be asking over the next 
number of weeks as we plan and pre-
pare for 2021 and beyond.  

Naturally the biggest lesson from 
2020 was that ministry is an oppor-
tunity to adapt and explore new ways 
of sharing God’s Good News and fol-
lowing Christ in our lives and in the world around 
us. We understand, perhaps more than ever, that 
how we lived into our call to do ministry doesn’t 
always work in these new pandemic days. As one 
Elder who I admire very much said, “We can’t take 
it for granted that the way we have done ministry 
can still be done the same way.”  

I think they are right! The circumstances that this 
pandemic dictate forces us to think differently 

about how we experience 
God, connect and care for 
one another, and share 
Christ’s love with our neigh-
bor. However, the church of 
Jesus Christ at Avondale is a 
remarkable church. We are 
a resilient congregation and 
the adaptability we have 
exercised in the past has 
prepared us to be flexible in the future. The lead-
ership that God has put into place is full of crea-

tive, smart, and spiritually healthy peo-
ple. I am excited to learn from them 
and work with them and discern with 
them the ways of God as we move into 
this next year of ministry. I hope you 
will be excited too.  

Friends, as we head into another year 
and into this new day that God has cre-
ated, may it inspire us to see what new 

surprise God has for 
this place we call 
Avondale, where love 
and kindness connect 
with those whom we 
live and learn and 
serve.  

Grace & Peace, 
   Jim  

 

A new year… 
 

Where will God 

call us next? 

Letter from the Pastor January 2021 

Avondale Children’s 

Center Reflects on 2020 
 
We at the Avondale Children’s Cen-
ter took a moment to reflect on last 
year. Wow! 2020 was an interesting 
year to say the least! 
 

In January, things were relatively 
quiet as we got in the swing of the 
new year. In February, we had a few 
children that transitioned to make 
room for a few new babies including 
some siblings of current families. 
We experienced a power outage 

when a huge tree fell on Park Rd. 
and tornadoes touched down in the 
Charlotte area. We also introduced 
“Rock-It-Science”, a new STEM pro-
gram as an extracurricular activity. 
 

“Rock-It-Science” brings science to 
life through age appropriate hands 
on activities that are designed to 
engage, educate and entertain bud-
ding scientists. These activities fos-
ter scientific thinking, develop prob-
lem solving, introduce simple  

scientific concepts/skills/vocabulary,  
                          continued page 3….  

 ...opportunity to adapt and explore new ways of sharing God’s Good News 

and following Christ in our lives and in the world around us... 



 

 

Session Update 
 

D E C E M B E R  S E S S I O N  
 

At the December 13, 2020 Stated Meeting of the Session 
the following actions were taken and information re-
ceived:  

·         Approved Minutes of the November 8, 2020 Stated 
Meeting of the Session. 

·         Received November 2020 Church Financial Report 
and October 2020 Avondale Children’s Center Financial 
Report. 

·         Approved 2021 Church budget. 

·         Examined and approved elders-elect Arthur Baum, 
Lynn Daniel and Cheryl Judd-Magee as required by the 
Book of Order. 

·         Examined and received confirmands (Sophie Barron, 
Gram Chambers, Owen Klepser, Leni Patterson, Makayla 
Pride, A.J. Shilling, Claire Shilling and Tommy Wray) as 
members of Avondale Presbyterian Church.  

·         Approved the Sacrament of Baptism for A.J. Shilling 
and Claire Shilling. 

·         Received a report regarding recent theft from Church 
bus and discussed possible security measures.  

·         Received a report regarding the appropriate use of 
and possible signage for the Sacred Garden. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y  S E S S I O N  
At the January 10, 2021 Stated Meeting of the Session the 
following actions were taken and information received: 

·         Approved Minutes of the December 13, 2020 Stated 
Meeting of the Session, December 13, 2020 Called 
Meeting of the Session and December 20, 2020 Called 
Meeting of the Session. 

·         Approved a motion that the Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion be celebrated (a) monthly at the regular worship 
service(s) on the first Sunday of each month for the 2021 
year and January 2, 2022; (b) the Women’s Retreat 2021; 
(c) Maundy Thursday 2021; (d) Christmas Eve 2021; (e) and 
at other gatherings of members of the congregation during 
2021 such as Youth Retreats, Youth Work Camps, Adult 
Work Camps, and Congregational Retreats as deemed ap-
propriate by clergy and the leaders of these events. 

·         Approved a motion that the Mission Ministry Team 
be permitted to call for and receive special offerings from 
time to time during the year for such purposes and at such 
times as such Ministry Team may deem appropriate in re-
sponse to a national, global or similar crisis. 

·         Approved letters of endorsement and support to the 
Alliance Center for Education’s (formerly Bethlehem Cen-
ter of Charlotte) and Urban Ministry Center’s applications 
to remain as recipients of Presbytery of Charlotte’s Ten  
Cents-A-Meal Grant.                                             continued…. 
 

A letter from Stewardship 
 

The Stewardship Committee wants to express its gratitude 
to all that made the Advent Season events possible: 
    -Christmas Eve Service 
    -Christmas Day Service 
    -Advent Walk 

We know each of these events took time and planning, 
and that these events helped bring real meaning to the 
Season.  

Stewardship (being the loving care of all things given to us 
by God) has been manifest throughout this year. 
“Moments of Grace” can be found woven, sometimes un-
noticed, into the fabric of Avondale.  

All the teams have continued to manifest God’s love and 
Grace in spite of the constrictions they have been given: 
Worship, Property, Mission, ABC, Outreach, Member Care, 
Christian Nurture, Congregational life, Personnel, Finance 
and the Youth programs, each finding new pathways to 
continue the Work of the Church.  

We could not let the year go by and not acknowledge our 
gratitude to the Loving Stewards of our Congregation. 

Thank you! Peace in Christ, The Stewardship Committee 

  
 

Stewardship 
 

Our successful 2021 campaign is at $486.5k. 
Thank you to all who turned in a pledge for 2021. 

Thank you for your support and faithfulness, 
for your trust and commitment.  

If you have yet to submit your pledge for 2021, 
we invite you to do so via online form or print. 

Music at the Advent Walk 

loving stewards manifest God’s love 

https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/pledge


 

 

Session Update cont. 
 

·         Approved renewal of existing 
Line of Credit with Park National Bank. 

·         Elected the following officers of 
the Church corporation: Rich Worf – 
President; Tom Stout – Vice President; 
Alice Cuviello – Secretary; D. J. Saleeby 
– Treasurer. 

·         Examined and approved elder-
elect Katherine Baloga as required by 
the Book of Order (elders-elect Arthur 
Baum, Lynn Daniel and Cheryl Judd-
Magee were examined and approved 
at the December meeting). 

·         Received a report regarding re-
cent theft from Church bus and dis-
cussed possible security measures. 

·         Appointed Elders Harry Greyard 
and Amanda Shanks as Commissioners 
for Avondale to the February 6, 2021 
Presbytery meeting. 

Expressed gratitude to: the Member 
Care ministry team and Elders 
Marin Blake, Zach Chambers, Jen-
nifer Patterson and Jackie Shan-
non for their faithful service on 
Session. 

 At the December 13 and December 
20, 2020 Called Meetings of the Ses-

sion the following actions were taken 
and information received: 

·         The following new members 
were received: Ed and Lee Ballard, 
Carrie Ewing, Dana Hayes, Abbey He, 
Stephen and Katy Hill, David and Re-
becca Klepser, Rick and Betsy Shanks, 
and Brielle Stephenson. 

ACC Reflects cont. 
 
reinforce mathematical skills and en-
courage children to ask questions and 
seek answers as they explore the 
world around them.  
 

March came in like a lamb and hit us 
with a bang when our world was 
changed due to a global pandemic. On 
March 24th, we closed our school for 
the safety of families and staff and to 
be in compliance with Gov. Cooper's 
Stay At Home Order. 
 

During the month of April, our staff 
emailed our families with daily educa-
tional at-home activities to help beat 
boredom while our staff trained to do 
"virtual preschool." 
 

In May, we introduced our version of 
"virtual preschool" to our families. 
Each classroom provided one hour 
daily of live preschool. The teachers 
sang, read and taught the children. 
The daily lessons were recorded for 
the children who were unable to 
watch during their assigned times. 
These sessions were also a great op-
portunity for the children and staff to 
learn, socialize and connect.  
 

On the 25th of May, we returned to 
our beautiful campus. We began tem-
perature checks twice per day and our 
families were no longer allowed in the 
classrooms. It was a challenging time 

as we learned new ways to teach the 
children and yet keep them safe. Our 
big center wide events changed into 
classroom parties, spirit weeks, and 
PJ days which the children and staff 
looked forward to. We created cards 
and pictures for residents in area 
nursing homes in November, a part-
nership with a previous student who 
is now a Myers Park High School stu-
dent. 
 

Since May, things have been pretty 
much the same at ACC while we 
struggle to navigate through the ever 
changing guidelines as new discover-
ies are made about the virus. Our 
staff has adapted well to the changes, 
but we miss the old days of having 
enrichment programs and the ability 
to visit with our families. We miss 
hugs and being able to visit longer 
than 15 minutes in classrooms.  
 

Our one constant has been the chil-
dren....their smiles although hidden  
by masks show in their eyes each day 
when they are dropped off and their 
happiness at our school is exemplified 
when we hear them share about their 
day when their parents pick them up. 
 

It’s was an incredible, unforgettable 
year. We are proud of how the chil-
dren, families and teachers adapted. 
We look forward with child-like hope 
to more free and easy days and mask-
less smiles and laughter. 

Why didn’t they play  
cards on  
the Ark? 
 
 

 
 

Because Noah was always  
standing on the deck. 



 

 

 

 

We’re so excited to welcome twelve new members to Avondale this winter. 
Some of them have long been familiar faces around Avondale and some 
found us during the pandemic. We rejoice that God has led them here!  
It reminds us that although so much seems to be on hold, God’s work  
continues in this congregation and all around us.  
 

Rebecca and David Klepser know Avondale well. Their sons Owen and Drew 
are in Youth Group. They joined the church the same day Owen was con-
firmed. They enjoy tennis, running, and traveling.   
 

Katy and Steve Hill began attending Avondale a few months before the pan-
demic hit. They got engaged in June and married in November with Rev. 
Ewing officiating. Katy is a runner and reader and Steve is an avid golfer.  
 

Abbey He got to know Avondale through her sons’ (Liam and Tristan) partici-
pation in Youth Group. She’s helped with Avondale’s Room In The Inn and is 
completing her studies to be a paralegal. She took up swimming as an adult 
and challenged herself to complete a 2.4 mile open water swim in Charles-
ton.   
 

Brielle Stephenson found Avondale during the pandemic. She’s expecting 
twins in April and enjoys traveling, working out, eating and reading. She’s a 
digital marketing manager.  
 

Carrie Ewing came to Avondale from Pinehurst with her husband Rev. Jim 
Ewing and two children, Emma Grace and James. She loves British history 
and traveling. She used to travel the Southeast as an admissions officer for 
St. Andrews.   
 

Lee and Ed Ballard are the parents of Lynn Wilkerson. They’ve been visiting 
Avondale for years and chose to become members when they moved to 
Charlotte recently. They’ve got a lot of curiosity and are quick to strike up a 
conversation.  
 

Dana Hayes connected with Avondale through the Women’s Bible Study in 
September. She’s expecting a baby this spring. (not pictured) 
 

Betsy and Rick Shanks were members of Avondale many years ago before 
moving away from North Carolina. Their sons Eric and Corey Shanks grew 
up in the church. Betsy and Rick recently moved back to Charlotte and have 
been quick to get involved in Avondale again.   
 

Many of our new members attended Avondale’s Next Steps class in De-
cember. That class had been originally planned for the weekend in March 
when everything shutdown. We’ve revived it now in a virtual format and 
had about ten people interested in Avondale join us for the December ses-
sion. It was good to get to know each other and exchange questions and  
ideas about our faith, as well as provide an introduction to Avondale.  

And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds. - Hebrews 10:24  Betsy & Rick Shanks 

Lee & Ed 
Ballard  

Carrie Ewing & family 

Brielle Stephenson  

Abbey He 

Rebecca & David 
Klepser & sons  
Owen & Drew 

 
 

Steve & Katy Hill 

Welcome New Members to Avondale 

January 2021 



 

 

Gathering Groups 

Discipleship Mission Management Spiritual Growth 

Christian Nurture, 

ACC/Christian Nurture, 

Congregational Life, 

and Member Care 

Mission, 

Outreach, 

and ACE 

Finance, 

Personnel, 

and Property 

Stewardship and 

Worship/Spiritual 

Growth 

Cheryl Judd-Magee 

Alice Cuviello 

Nancy Bohrer 

Arthur Baum 

Lynn Daniel 

Tom Stout 

Rich Worf 

 

Amanda Shanks 

Harry Greyard 

Katherine Baloga 

CALLED TO SERVE 2021 
Avondale Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
 

Nancy Bohrer 
Discipleship  

Alice Cuviello 
Discipleship (ACC/Christian Nurture) 

Rich Worf 
Management  

Katherine Baloga* 
Spiritual Growth  

 

Harry Greyard 
Spiritual Growth (Stewardship) 

Amanda Shanks 
Spiritual Growth  

Tom Stout 
Mission (ACE) 

 

Arthur Baum 
Discipleship  

Lynn Daniel 
Mission  

Cheryl Judd-Magee 
Discipleship  

Jackie Shannon - Clerk of Session          Rev. Jim Ewing - Moderator 
*Youth Elder, one year term 

 *this list is subject to change / last updated 2/1/2021 

Ministry Team Leaders 

Gathering Group Ministry Team Leaders 2021 Leaders 2021 

Mission ACE Kay Chelena Patti Oswald 

Discipleship Christian Nurture Jessica Shanks Lyn Sweet 

Discipleship Congregational Life Marian Stout Lynn Wilkerson 

Management Finance Matt Mitchell Andrew Pavlin 

Discipleship Member Care Shea Barron Leslie Saleeby 

Mission Mission  Ann Sanders   

Mission Outreach Pam Blake Lisa Worf 

Management Personnel Rob Blake   

Management Property Tim Doherty Corey Shanks 

Spiritual Growth Spiritual Growth Paula Huffines Karen Shannon 

Spiritual Growth Stewardship James Flowers David Hall 

* 



 

 

Our Avondale Newsletter 

Our church newsletter, “Avondale Ave-
nues,” is moving to a quarterly sched-
ule. Don’t worry! We will still be shar-
ing essentials via email and social me-
dia. This month, we will resume mailing 
printed newsletter copies to those who 
requested a print edition. 

A change we need your help in imple-
menting…  immediately after an event, 
while still fresh in our minds, we ask 

each ministry to promptly send a short 
summary. Pictures too, would be great. 
No need to wait for “newsletter time!” 

This allows us to begin sharing the 
works of the church right away and 
share timely news on our social media. 
Also, send word of events coming soon, 
even if details are in the works. 

You can contribute! We welcome free-
lancers and photographers to help 
communicate about the work of the 

church. Send us your pictures or con-
nect with Caroline about content. 

Thank you to all our Avondale family 
for making Avondale such a vibrant 
community. 

2021 Newsletter Dates:  

January 27 / info by Jan 19 

April 28 / info by Apr 20 

July 27 / info by Jul 20 

October 27 / info by Oct 19 

Prayer Requests 

Ed Ballard; Michael Booher; Trish Boyd; Terry 
Brodof; Abigail Corriher; Paula Huffines; Millie 
Mann; Marilyn Nolan; Tim O'Neil; Privette  
Family; Sarah Sperry; Gail Trippodo; Lynn 
Wilkerson.  

Church Triumphant 

With deep sadness, we share that Bertelea 
“Bertie” Izetta Steely, mother of Trish Boyd, 
joined the Church Triumphant December 2, 
2020 in Huntersville. Obituary 

With deep sadness, we share that Ms. Edith 
Gardner joined the Church Triumphant De-
cember 3, 2020. Edith, 93 years old, joined 
Avondale in 2002. A private graveside service 
was held on December 7. Obituary 

With deep sadness, we share that Mabel Apple 
Huffines, mother of Paula Huffines, joined the 
Church Triumphant December 16, 2020 in 
Greensboro at the age of 95 years old. Obituary 

With deep sadness, we share that Ms. Viola 
Clontz joined the Church Triumphant January 
22, 2021. Viola, 96 years old, joined Avondale in 
1988. A private graveside service will be held 
for family. Obituary  

Birth 

With excitement and praise we welcome Terry 
"Kent" Davis, son of Liz and Terry Davis, born 
December 31, 2020. [See the eNews for news of 
upcoming births!] 

Baptism 

Baptized November 13, 2020 in the name of the 
Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit was A. J. 
Schilling and Claire Schilling. 

Confirmed 

We celebrate and welcome into membership of 
the church, these youth who were confirmed 
on December 13, 2020 (during the Advent 
Walk): Sophie Barron, Gram Chambers, Owen 
Klepser, Leni Patterson, Makayla Pride, A.J. Shil-
ling, Claire Shilling and Tommy Wray. 

Mentors 

Thank you Confirmation Class Mentors and 
Rev. Jim Ewing for your wisdom and leader-
ship with our youth.  

New Members 

Avondale joyfully welcomes new members. 
Read more information in this edition. 

Other Member News 

Long time member Alex Hegenbart published a 
book. His fourth! In “An Unfinished Life,” Alex 
intertwines the rich story of his life with his 
relationship with God. Find it on Amazon.  

Member Care 

Might you be interested in being part of Mem-
ber Care? You could help with meals, phone 
calls, notes, deliveries, etc. If yes, contact Leslie 
Saleeby at lesliesaleeby@bellsouth.net. 

Joys & Concerns 

Confirmands Class 2020 

Claire Schilling & 
A. J. Schilling 

Member Care 

Davis family 

Kent Davis 

http://www.raymerfh.com/obituary/bertelea-steely
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/charlotte/obituary.aspx?n=edith-gardner&pid=197220520&fhid=6358
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/greensboro/name/mabel-huffines-obituary?pid=197316032
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/mint-hill-nc/viola-clontz-10020350


 

 

February Birthdays 

February Wedding Anniversaries 

 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 

his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness.  - Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV) 

1  Debi Medlin 9  Cindy McKenzie 18  Amanda Mullennix 

  Kendel Parks   Willette McLeod   Rebeca Presson 

3  Terry Davis 10  Kelly Eakes 20  Amy DeArmon 

  Ella Ferguson   Mickey Melton   Milli Mann 

4  Rena Beall 12  Hudson Flowers   Gina Tate 

  Lauren Blake 14  David Byrd 23  Jacqueline Howells 

  Ava Lindahl 16  Harry Greyard   Stephen Tate 

  Stacey Longshore 17  Jennilyn Emory 24  Dee Dee McDonald 

6  Betty Marshall   Katherine Hall 25  Nancy Bohrer 

8  Rebecca Harris 18  Rob Blake 26  Ellen Watson 

  Cathy Watson   Lou Johnson 27  Cynthia Rupert 

9  Mary Nell Howard   Cheryl Judd-Magee    

John and Cheryl Judd-Magee February 7, 1987 

Joe and Emily Zuyus February 14, 1998 

Todd and Patti Oswald February 20, 1993 

Mahlon and Susan Thomas February 22, 1981* 

*40 years!  

March Birthdays 

1  Jessica Shanks 10  Lyn Sweet 25  Shirley McDowell 

2  Billie Coates   Mollie Zuyus   Irie Presson 

  Todd Oswald 14  Sherry Whitesides 26  Beth Moss 

3  Fran McCoy 16  Allye Powell 27  Lacey Beall 

  Sarah-Kate Pease 17  Jed Wilkerson   Bryan Emory 

4  Langston Longshore 18  Henry Stockwell   Laura McCarthy 

6  Barbara Barber 19  Mia Platt 28  Erik Thomson 

  Megan McCarthy   Owen Shumate 29  Claire Graham 

  Joshua Sutherland 22  Barbara Hill   Lynn Wilkerson 

9  Erin Passaly   Mary Elizabeth Russell 30  John Eyer 

10  Kay Cameron-Conner 23  Joe Zuyus 31  Alex Shumate 

  Jodie Lawson       

March Wedding Anniversaries 

Jim and Carol Bowen March 1, 1980 

Tim and Betty Chambers March 3, 1973 

Mike and Connie Love March 8, 1970 

Sean and Heather Hogston March 16, 2013 

Betty Parrish March 20, 1955 

Jack and Sharon McGinn March 21, 1958 

Tim and Jennifer Oglesby-Dewyer March 25, 2017 

Bill and Kelly Platt March 27, 2004 



 

 

 
So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. - Psalm 90:12 

Scott & Brenda Coble April 12, 1968 Wesley Flowers May 1, 2015 

Terry & Liz Davis April 13, 2013 Edwin & Katherine Anderson May 6, 2000 

Corey & Jessica Shanks April 13, 2013 Douglas & Vicki Hautop May 8, 2004 

John & Elizabeth Eyer April 18, 2005 Mike & Ginny Mitchell May 11, 1985 

Tom & Marian Stout April 19, 1997 Sabine Schwieman May 11, 1979 

Bob & Bonnie Howard April 20, 1996* Greg & Cindy McKenzie May 12, 1984 

Thomas & Jodie Lawson April 25, 2015 Brian & Stephanie Tomey May 15, 1993 

Jim & Rena Beall April 29, 2017 Bill & Suzi Thornberry May 18, 1985 

Francis McNair April 30, 1960 Andrew & Deidrea Pavlin May 19, 2007 

*25 years!  Delia McCloskey May 20, 1972 

  David & Mary Hall May 30, 1987 

April & May Wedding Anniversaries 

April Birthdays 

1  Brooks Mitchell 7  Griffin Shanks 15  Chuck Hendrix 23  Mary Katherine Darnell 

2  David Thomson   Sarah Cameron Wilson   Steve Passaly   Claire Schilling 

  Kevin Watson 8  Jay Barron 16  Luke Drozd 24  Martha Hayes 

  Sam Watson   Chris Rolfe   Wesley Flowers   Nathan Thomas 

3  Lamar Hardegree   Alan Wray   Caroline White 25  Abbie Vick 

  Makayla Pride 9  Leni Patterson 17  Tiz Benson 27  Tinsley Lawson 

4  Natalie Benson 10  Jamie Saleeby   Rachel Matthews   Max Shanks 

  Zack Benson 11  Sharon McCarthy 18  GiGi Gibbs   Leslie Thomas 

  Carley Yount   Bill Town 21  Jim Beall 28  Betsy Shanks 

  Katelyn Yount 12  Carter Hipps   James Ewing (turns 7!) 29  Katherine Annas 

5  Eli Oswald   Graham McNeil   Hudson Vorholt   Eric Hayes 

6  Pat Banks   Beth Vorholt 22  Katherine Baloga   Celeste Longshore 

  Fletcher Saleeby 13  Karen Shannon   Ruby Cathey   Suzi Thornberry 

7  Wendy Campbell 15  Marc Chavaree   Matthew Mitchell 30  Chip Reed 

  Carey Cavanaugh   Addison Harris      Merrily Watts 

May Birthdays 

1  Marin Blake 7  Karen Annas 16  Jackie Shannon 24  Thomas Doherty 

  Reese Hautop   Susan Brandau 17  Mike Mitchell 25  Sophie Barron 

  Zackery McKenzie 9  Daisy Alexander 18  Evie Wray   Peyton Burgh 

  Clay Parler   Davis Hautop 19  Lucas Ferguson   David T.A. Mitchell 

2  Joe Moss   Andrew Pavlin 20  Nancy Buchanan 26  Miles Tate 

  Emory Parks   Hanna Whitesides   Chris Mathis 27  Lucian Hayes 

3  Audrey Dougherty 10  Anderson Cohen 21  David Hall 28  Emily Freeze 

  Libby Phillips 11  Kay DeArmon   Paula Huffines 29  Betty Chambers 

4  Paige Hamilton 13  Jim Buchanan   Carl McDonald   Drew Pavlin 

5  Roberta Hayes   Tommy Wray 22  Connor Gibbs 30  Betty Boyd 

  Corey Shanks 14  Laura Daniel   Harry Whitesides   Chip Burke 

6  John Callaway   Dell Lawson 23  Julie Caldwell   Jozsef Eyer 

  Jack Hogston 15  Ben Meier   Jack Hunter   Rick Parler 

  Joshua Wardlaw   Clark Saleeby   Bob Watson 31  Roseanne Thomas 

     Lora Toney       



 

 

ACE Ministry Update 

Avondalers came through like they 
always do and helped make the holi-
days special for others. This includes 
the great response we had to this 
year’s Angel Tree project for our ACE 
(Alliance Center for Education) stu-
dents. A gift, chosen from the child’s 
wish list, and a set of gloves and hat 
were provided to each of the students 
who meet at Avondale weekly. Gift 
cards from a grocery store, Target or 
Walmart were given to each family to 
help with their holiday needs. 

The pro-
ceeds 
from the 
purchase 
of the 
lovely 
stars that 
decorated 
the Avon-
dale cam-
pus during 
Advent 
and Christ-
mas bene-
fited the 
ACE pro-
gram. These funds will be used to fi-
nancially support the food expenses 
for meals and snacks served while stu-
dents are in attendance each week. As 
the school schedule has fluctuated 
back and forth between remote and 
in-person learning, the ACE staff has 
been quick to respond accordingly and 
safely. We are blessed to have the 

space where ACE can give the parents 
and children peace of mind that they 
will continue to learn, are safe and 
most importantly, loved. 

Thank you to all who help in many 
ways to support this ministry. 

Youth Group Update 

& Day of Service  

Due to increased COVID-19 cases, 
Youth Group has switched to virtual 
gatherings for a while. 

Avondale Youth engaged in volunteer 
service in honor of the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day of Service. The Mid-
dle Schoolers made care packages for 
our neighbors on the streets. The High 
Schoolers spent some time beautifying 
our neighborhood. 
 

Lunches for Neighbors 

Avondale’s Lunches for Homeless 
Neighbors mission continues this win-
ter. We are providing bagged lunches 
to working, homeless neighbors who 
are staying in a dorm run by Roof 
Above. Normally, Avondale would be 
participating in the Room In The Inn 
ministry, as it has since the winter of 

1999; however, because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, Room In The Inn will not 
be held this winter (2020-21) and our 
ministries found another way to help 
neighbors in need. We thank everyone 
for your faithful support of this mis-
sion. 
 

Property News 

The property team and many volun-
teers gathered in December for a 
quick workday to put out pine nee-
dles, following the final leaf drop. It 
was a wonderful morning of outdoor 
fellowship and beautifying our cam-
pus! We also had some work done in 
the Garden, planting new trees, spruc-
ing up flower beds, replacing some of 
our in ground lighting and having our 
irrigation system repaired in prepara-
tion for the spring. Go ahead and mark 
your calendar 
for our Spring 
workday 
scheduled for 
April 17 from 
8 AM-12 PM. 
 

A Message 

from ASAP 

Dear ASAP 
members and 
Avondale members, The 2020 service 
project for ASAP was to collect pop 
tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House. Many Avondale members 
joined us in our effort. Happily we col-
lected 17.4 pounds for them to send 
to be recycled. We were able to help 

ABC becomes ACE 

The Bethlehem Center of Charlotte 

had a name change in late 2020 to 

Alliance Center for Education. 
_______________ 

Camp Grier 

is a faith based program that gets kids 

outdoors (rising 2nd graders and up). 

See their website for February 

info sessions and discounts. 

Avondale In Action 

Avondale in Action 

& in Video! 
 

We invite you to view pictures 
from the last quarter.  

Find the video link on our 
newsletter webpage. 

www.avondalepresbychurch.org/
current-newsletter 

beautifying our neighborhood 

http://www.campgrier.org/summersavings
https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/current-newsletter
https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/current-newsletter


 

 

four families spend a night near their sick 
child in the hospital. 

We are continuing collecting pop tabs. We 
invite Avondalers and friends to join us! 
Keep collecting tabs (drinks, soup, cat food, 
etc.) and in June we will turn them in. We 
can easily exceed 17 pounds in 2021! Turn 
in your tabs to Brenda Coble or the church 
office. Need a pick-up? Call Brenda at 980-
297-4997. May God continue to Bless Us All 
in 2021, The ASAP Planning Team 

Avondale Children’s Center 

Our children’s center has been open for 
approximately 33 years. For 22 of those 
years, Gloria Alexander has been a teacher 
there. Ms. Gloria recently retired and Janu-
ary 21, 2021 was declared “Ms. Gloria 
Day!” Families, past and present, came by 
the Avondale Children’s Center to see Ms. 
Gloria, thank her, and wish her well.  

Advent at Avondale 

Advent in 2020 was certainly "A different 
sort of Christmas." While the coronavirus 
pandemic prevented gathering indoors, our 
ministries and congregation came together 
to make Advent/Christmas of 2020 one to 
be remembered fondly in future years, 
even though so different than other years. 
Our worship services, music, mission and 
Advent Walk made it a memorable year. 
Our campus was beautifully decorated so 
that our families and friends could gather 
for the season in a meaningful and safe 
way. Prayers, kids activities, and generous 
community giving were once again, though 
different, an essential part of Advent.  

Advent Walk  

The Advent Walk was a wonderful event 
led by a Task Force made up of leaders 
from all church ministry groups! The Ad-
vent Walk was held every Sunday of Advent 
and was designed to allow for a COVID safe 
and meaningful activity as we prepared for 
the coming of Christ. Music, prayer sta-
tions, activities, festive decorations, Santa 
visits, refreshments and mission opportuni-
ties were enjoyed by all! Take a look at the 
website, listing the different missions and 
our Star Memorials and Honorariums! 

2nd Annual Christmas Market 

Avondale is blessed to have many talented 
members. And we were blessed to be able 
to hold our 2nd annual Christmas Market-
place! Our first market, part of our 75th 
anniversary celebrations in 2019, was a 
wonderful day full of local artisans and the 
community on our campus shopping. The 
2nd annual market was an online market, 
due to COVID-19, with a quick, masked 
pick-up at Avondale of your market pur-
chases. We had 5 weeks of talented local 
artisans selling their goods and goodies. 
Thank you to all who helped make this a 
festive, joyful event.  

 

 

Avondale In Action 

View our Advent 
Memorials & Honorariums 

avondalepresbychurch.org/advent 

Click links below 

Advent Season 
Advent Mission 

https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/adventmission
https://www.avondalepresbychurch.org/advent
https://34cd9f2d-8cae-4f07-8d8e-269994ac628c.usrfiles.com/ugd/34cd9f_d80e28aea677477a9cf9f0adf553d681.pdf


Newsletter Publishing Schedule 

Avondale Avenues is published quarterly on the fourth Wednesday of the month. Content deadline for the  

next newsletter is a week prior to publication. Send submissions to caroline@avondalepresbychurch.org. 

Avondale Presbyterian Church 

2821 Park Road 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

Every four years, our high school youth set off on what 
has historically  been an international trip of service and 
adventure. The four years leading up to this trip in-
volves a lot of planning and fundraising.  

As you may know, the youth international trip was 
scheduled for June 2020 to Peru and was postponed for 
the summer of 2021 due to the pandemic. Since then, 
the PCUSA has cancelled all international travel for the 
year of 2021. Although the trip to Peru has been can-
celled, the youth and their leaders are still hopeful to 
create an opportunity for growth through service and 
adventure, to immerse themselves in a culture other 
than their own.  

The plans at this time are for the youth to take a trip 
this summer to the Pacific Northwest, spending time 
exploring trails and sea kayaking; and immersing them-
selves through missions in the Native American commu-
nities with Mending Wings for a S.L.A.M. trip.  

We encourage you to visit these sites to learn more and 
we ask that you keep this opportunity in your prayers 
for our youth.  

Mending Wings: https://mendingwings.net/ 
S.L.A.M. trips:  https://slamtrips.com 

Lent & Easter 2021 
 

 

 

Ash Wednesday    Feb 17 

Lent    Feb 17-Apr 3 

Holy Week    Mar 28–Apr 3 

Good Friday    Apr 2 

Easter    Apr 4 

Avondale In Action 

www.avondalepresbychurch.org 

#AvondaleHistory 
 

Just last year, we were 

celebrating Rev. Jim Ewing 

at Avondale! A “Gathering with 

Jim” was held February 20, 2020 

offering a time for all to meet Jim 

and his family. The very special 

Service of Installation 

was February 23, 2020. 

Avondale Adventures 
 

is postponed until spring/warmer 

weather when can hold the 

program outside. 

https://mendingwings.net/
https://slamtrips.com/

